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LET 
To CHALES RIVERS, Esa. 


Na. help me to rail, to curſe that ſeducing 
libertine ſex, who have ſor ſo many years 
been the ſubje& of your ſatire,---Yes, Charles, I 
have for ſome time paſt been a convert to your 
opinion, my hopeful 1ib has followed the example 
of her elder ſiſter, but in iniquity ſhe far out does 
ner,---your wife was comparatively a Diana, after 
being detected in a faux pas ſhe had the grace to 
bury herfelf and ner ſhame in obſcurity,---ſhe has 
ever ſince been dead to tne world, her prudent 
retreat in ſome meaſure, aton'd for her fault; 
your honour peceived only a flight ſcratch, com- 
pared to that which mine has ſuffered ; the broad 
ſhame comes ſtaring in my face, and boys---pride 
3 forbids me to finiſh the horrid ſentence---ſhe is 
k " gone---we are ſeparated for ever; I ſhall not take 
Z ihe trouble to ſue for a divorce z why ſhould 1? 
ES A.2 | ſince 
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ſince not even the charms of a Venus, with Pa- 


las's mind, could tempt me again to play the fool 


and marry. I have thus got rid of one plague, 


but another ſtill remains Can ] ſleep in peace,--- 


Can I enjoy that eaſe, of which your indolent 
friend, as you often call me, is ſo fond, while it is 
ſtil] in the power of a female to plunge me Jeeper 
in diſhonour---marry your daughter ſays ſomebody, 


I forget who, leaſt ſhe marry herſelf,----but an 


Imprudent marriage in theſe our degenerate Cays, 
is not the worſt a parent has to fear. 
The girl already, young as ſhe is, diſcovers fo 


much of her mother's diſpoſition, that J have the 


maſt dreadful forbodings of her future fate---who 


would have the courage to marry, did they but ſe- 
Tiouſly weigh the conſequence. This was not 
my caſe,---caught by a fine face, and ſprightly 
wit, without giving myſelf time to reflect, I ruſh'd 
Into the fatal ſnare.-----But all this you knew be- 
fore, let me TX aſk your opinion in regard to 
Bell.---What am I to do with her? ſhe is now 
out of her teens, and has for ſome years been un- 
der the tuition of a French governeſs, one of her 
mother's hopeful confidants, as I have diſcovered 
upon our late rupture,—a ſweet tutoreſs for a 
young girl to be ſure !—too late I repent my in- 
dolent inattention to her education. I ſaw ſhe 
had a gracefükeaſe in her manner, that ſhe danced 
with elegance—ſung agreeably and ſpoke French 
with fluency. Satisfied that ſhe was miſtreſs of 
theſe esl accompliſhwents, I gave myſelf 
no farther trouble: Her mind, —ah ! I fear it is 
irreparably perverted ; had it been left in a ſtate 
of nature, I might have had ſome hopes, but her 


native levity has gained new force, by the pre- 


cepts of an intriguing governeſs ; and the exam- 
ple of a mother loſt to virtue, | 
Both 
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Both theſe perverters, theſe poiſoners of her 
youthful heart, are diſmiſſed with the infamy they 


deſerve; but *tis too late the miſchief is done :— 


What my next ſtep muſt be, heaven knows : The 
girl's continuing to live with me, 23 of the 
queſtion ; I have neither talents nor inclination to 
commence her preceptor ; I have no maiden ſiſters 
to undertake the important charge; would to 
heaven I could find ſome place of ſafety to ſend 
her to, *till I can fix on a fit huſband for her. 

Her beauty; (for Bell has all her mother's 
charms, and I fear all her imperfections into the 
| bargain) her beauty I ſay, and large fortune, will 
eaſily procure her a ſuitable match in this pru- 
dent age: Do Charles, help me dy your ſage ad- 


vice out of this dilemma ; do you know any old 


dowager to whom I could commit her ?—it muſt 


be in the country remember; for our old harri- 
dans in toyyn, are only mere practiſed in the ways 


of vice than their grand- daughters; but an ancient 


caſtle in the country, moted round, with a ſtarch- 
ed virgin, neglected from her youth upwards, by 
the other ſex ; whom nature has fenced round on 


every fide, and effeCtually ſecured from all at- 
tempts ; who never heard the ſeducing whiſpers of . 


flattery; who never excited a tender ſigh, or amo- 
Tous gaze; — could we find an unfortunate damſel 
like this? compelled to chaſtity, from dite ne- 


ceſſity; this was a fit, a watchſul dragon to guard 


the tempting fruit. 
Adieu !—T have a thouſand engagements on my 


bands, and a thouſand plagues in my head; but 
no ſituation in life, ſhall ever diminiſh the regard 


with which I am, 
Es dear Charles, 
: your's, &c. Ps = 
- HENRY RicHmoND; 
A3. "LF Th 
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Mr. RIVERS to Sir HENRY RICHMOND. 


© | pwr: is not a martied man in England, but 
who ſooner, or later, will be compelled to 

' ſubſcribe to my creed, —] need not tell you what 
that creed is, ſince you have a thouſand times, 
while an infidel, heard me repeat it.— Poor Harry ; 
well, „ your condition (our condition I ſhou! 
5 ay) is not to be ſcorned,” ſince the firſt men 
in the nation, „are now-a avs horned,”? , 

A pretty taſk you would have me engage in,— 
to go in queſt of virginity,—of an old maid ;—an 
old unmarried woman is, I trow, eaſuy found ; 
but for a maid, —you mult firſt provide me with a 
few of thoſe dogs mentioned in the ſpe ctator,.— 
my ſcent is not good enough to diſcover them. 

J qucſtion if in all London ſuch 2 phoenix is to 
be found, out of leading-ſtrings; and you want, 
not a youthful, bur an antient Duena,—The 
ſcheme you propoſe is chimerical, the belt advice + 
I can give you, is, that you ſend Bell to keep her 
couſin company.—My girl has been in a convent 5 
ever ſince her mother's fine pranks were diſ- 4 5 
covered ;—and there ſhe ſhall remain, till L have 
a huſband ready at the foot of the altar to receive 
her hand, and to take the wayward Charge out of 
mine: Ty 

1 &o not recommend a nunnery as a ſchool, of . 
morality; on the contrary, I think with Rouſſeau, 
that it is a nurſery of coquettes 3 but ſince Mun- 
go's receipt is found ineffectual (for we have loſt. 
the art of which the Engliſh once boaſted, pad- 
locking the nos of our fema! es, by a generous 

confidence 
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confidence and ſeaſonable freedom ;) ſince this 


will no longer reſtrain them, or rather ſince they 
no longer think it worth their while to deceive 


us, by an outward appearance of virtue, but ſin 
with a high hanc, aud in the face of day; —ſince 


this, I ſay, is the caſe, the Spaniſh padlock muſt 


be ſubſtituted in lieu of the Engliſh. 

I have placed bolts and bars, as guards upon my 
daughter; marriage alone ſhall releaſe her from 
her priſor—ſhe tnen becomes the property of her 
huſbane—if after that ſhe commences the modern 
fine lady—his honour receives the principal wound 

—the diſgrace glances only obl.quely on me—her 
name, her condition is changed; from me he re- 
ceives her pure—'tis his buſineſs to keep her ſo— 
if not, he miſt take the conſequence, Ridiculous : 


—Unjaſt however, is that prejudice, which makes 


us confound the innocent with the gailty but 


't1s no longer tae Caſe - KH is now an honou- 


Table name—no longer the prerogative of city 


huſbands, but the high court faſhion—a title of 
diltinction, "A woman of quality thinks it now 
a-days abſolutely neceſſary to be divorced, ia or- 
der to eſtabliſh the reputation of her beauty (that 
is, the only reputation of which ſhe is ambitious!) 
The age of chivalry is paſt—hghting is no longer 
in vogue—gallants are ſubſtituted in the rom of 
knight-crrant: no longer do we defend and con- 


| tend for cur miſtreſs's charms, by the force f 
arms, but we give a {till more daring proof of 


their power we e the woman who has given 
us the ſtrongeſt inftance of weakneſs .—We take 
as our wives, the wantons whom our neighbours 
caſt off—who have been publicly branded with in- 
famy.— What folly !—-What aſtoniſhing, infatua- 
tion Our anceſtors would have bluſhed at the 

bare 
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bare mention of ſuch depravity of morals; but 
we, their more poliſhed ſons, glory in our ſhame, 

Pardon me, Harry; yu know there is no ſtop- 
ping either my pen or tongue, when I ftumble on 
this ſubject; but for once Iwill check myſelf— 
*tis hackneyed—all the world rail but nobody 
looks at home, and begins the reformation fo. 
much wiſh'd for. 

Let us return to the girls :—If you chuſe to 
carry yours abroad, I' accompany you,—I do 
nor think, if ſhe is 'the lively huſſy you deſeribe. 
ſhe ought to be truſted with any other eſcort but 
yourſelf, —Yet why ſhould I ſay, if ſhe is this, or 
chat; vice is not confined to any particular tem- 
per or age. Who could have a more ſeducing 
appearance, a more promiſing diſpoſition than my 
torment.— Mild as the. gentle breeze of May— 
timid—bluſhingly modeſt—tull of tender ſenſibi- 
lity—her ſentiments delicate and refined, Often 
have I, in the days of fooliſh love and rapture, 
read to her Milton's fine deſerivtion of Eve, and: 
{wore ſhe ſat for the amiable picture - 

not obvious, not obtruſive 
but retired. | : 

Such ſeemed to be her nature. Alas! too ſoon 
ſhe threw off the maſk, Do you know, Harry ? 
No, you do not: Let me then ſpare myſelf the 
ſhame of confeſſing my weakneſs. Harriot is the 
exact image of ber mother: As a daughter ſhe 
acts with the greateſt propriety. No one can be 
more dutiful, more ſubmiſſive, more affectionate 
never has ſhe uttered a ſingle complaint at her 
| confinement, —but ſhe is of a grave turn—vaſtly 
ſentimental, forſooth ;—in ſhort, the very charac- 
ter I have drawn above. But as I muRt from fatal 
experience, exclaim with the poet, © F — thy 


name is NXoman. 
80 
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So do I not place any manner of confilence in 
theſe favourable appearances ; the foundation of 
my ſecurity is good ſubſtantial iron bars. Let 
me know, whether or no you cauſe to follow my 
example, Harriot is not much older than your 
daughter: Her gravity and prudence, however, 
will give her a. ſort of authority over your giddy 
girl, and may be a means of moderating her too 
great vivacity. If you determine to place her at 
the convent of B » I will, as ] before ſaid, 
accompany you in your expedition, and there we 
will leave them ſafe under lock and key, till we 


can find fit mates. 


Adieu. Let me have your anſwer by the re- 
turn of the poſt; becauſe, if J do not go with you 
to France, I propoſe a viſit of a few weeks to our 
old fellow collegian, Tom Bertie. 0 
J am, 8 F 
dear Sir Harry, | 
your's ſincerely 
CHARLES RIveERs, 


$2” 


LE T- 
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LETTER III. 
Miſs RIVERS to Miſs ELIZA DUDLEY. 


| Or how much happineſs am I deprived by the 


loſs of my ſweet friend and companion. 


Dreary now appears this melancholy incloſure---- 


fo the world calls it; but never till my Eliza's de- 
parture did it wear a gloomy aſpect to her Hatriot; 


happy in your ſociety, 'guarded by pious precepts 


from the love of a tumultuous-world, of which J 


know — but from the deſcription of thoſe 
whole inter 
hide of the picture. 


it now is to dwell only on the dark 


I was perfectly content with my tranquil re- 


treat: With what chearful alacrity did you and I 


enter into our innocent amuſements ; not a mo- 
ment of our time hung heavy on our hands ;- 
but, ſince ſeperated from you, 1 feel an aching 
void in my heart ; our little recreations have, to 
me, loſt their charms; I-ftill ſee around me the 
ſame ſerene, contented countenances, but I ſee 
none to whom I can, with unlimited freedom un- 
boſom, myſelf: I like and eſteem them; but tis a 
cool ſentiment, compar'd to what I experienced 
for you. My judgement approves, but my affec- 
tions are unengaged: Let me not however damp 
your joy, at being again received into the arms of 
a tender mother; by my complaints, rather let 
me congratulate you on your ſelicity: A mother! 
O my friend |! the very mention of that endearing 
name, fills my eyes with tears, Long, long, have 
I been deprived of mine : But, young as I was, 
when I enjoyed that ineſtimable bleſſing, ſtrongly 


is it impreſſed on my memory; I love to — 
. ; ner 
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her tenderneſs on theſe occaſions. I ſeem ſtill to 
feel her kiſſes on my cheek, and fancy myſelf 
"3 preſſed to her maternal boſom. She is no more : 
VFet let me not repine, I have ſtill a parent left; 
© but it ſeems natural to our ſex to be more fondly 
attached to the mother, than the father. I reve- 
rence the latter, but my affection is mixed with 
awe; a haſty word from him agitates my whole 
frame; while his ſmiles excite only a ſort of doubt- 
ful joy: A joy, alloyed by the fear of inadvertently 
doing, or ſaying ſomething that may diſpel the 
ſunſhine of his countenance, and ſubſtitute a 
cloud in its place. Whereas, had I a mother, I 
feel that my heart would expand itſelf in her pre- 
= ſence; I would preſume to make her the confi- 
> dantof all my little ſecrets : Her feminine ſoftneſs 
would encourage me; on the contrary, my fa- 
> ther's manly dignity, adds to my natural timidity, 
perhaps I ſhould be more at eaſe in his preſence, 
were I oftner admitted to it; but tho' he frequent- 
ly takes a trip to Paris, I enjoy at the grate but 
; little of his company: My firit emotions at the 
-* ſight of him, are always of the moſt agreeable 
nature; but he no ſooner beholds me, than his 
— native vivacity is exchanged for a melancholy pen- 
— five air, for ſome moments he continues loſt in 
* thought, his viſits are ſhort, and he ſeems to leave 
me without 1egret. | | 

Perhaps, my dear, I have before now troubled 
you with the above remarks, Pardon me, - 
what led me to the 1ubject, was a note, which I 

received from him this morning, informing me 
that he, my uncle (Sir Harry Richmond) and my 
couſin Ifabella, will be here to-morrow ; the late 
ter is, I fancy, coming to add to the number of 
our boarders: 1 never ſaw her, nor haye I the & 
leaſt knowledge of her character; but as the 
| daughter 


'D 
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daughter of my mother's ſiſter, [ am prepared to 
love her, and expeCt her arrival with that female 
impatience and curiofity, ſo natural to us. Lady 
Richmond I have ſeen, ſhe favoured me laſt win- 
ter with a viſit, accompanied by my uncle ; ſhe is 


I think, without exception, the fineſt woman I 


ever law, and as lively as ſhe is handſome :—-Sir 
Harry is no leſs diſtinguiſhed for the charms of his 
per fon, ſo tha I expect to behold in my little cou- 


fin, a perfect Venus; you know my dear, how 


tond I am of beauty---in others I mean. You 
will, perhaps, archly ſmiling, hint, that you could 


not ſuſpe&; could mean in myſelf, ſince you 


know cf none I have to be fond of; this ſome 
would fay, therefore to fave your friend from the 
imputation of vanity, I ſaved them the trouble: 
Do not call this affected humility; I will ſay no 
more on the ſubject | 

Adieu]! my deateſt Eliza; . though 


abſent, your affectionate 
HARR1IOT RIVERS: 
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LETT 
EF he ſame to the ſame. 


THEN are come my dear: — About eleven 
o'clock this morning ] was ſummoned into 
the parlour, the outward parlour I mean, where 
we receive company, the lady abbeſs, and ſome of 


the ſiſterhood, were ready at the other fide of the 


grate, to receive their new charge; my father en- 
tered, leading Iſabella, followed by Sir Harry; 1 
was ſtruck with the uncommon beauty of her per= 
ſon ; ſhe is very-tall of her age. her air is graceful 
and animated; her travelling dreſs was inimitabl 

becoming; ſhe changed colour at the fight of the 
nuns, and as it appeared to her, their gloomy in- 
cloſure—ah ! thoſe iron bars !—cried ſhe, with a 
faint ſmile, pointing to the grate, the very fight 
of them makes a free-born Englith ſpirit revolt. 
I doubt not my dear couſin, ſaid I, embracing 
her, but time will eftectually reconcile you to our 
ſerene and tranqui) joys. Serene and tranquil, 


repeated ſhe, a pretty deſcription, and admirably 


ſuited to the gravity of the no leſs pretty ſpeaker : 
In ſayiag this, ſhe obligingly returned my careſſ- 
es,—Ail the Engliſh boarders dreſſed to the beſt 
advantage, now by order of the abbeſs, made their 
appearance; this had before been requeſted by my 


uncle, who knew ſome of their parents: Here, 


ſaid he, turning with a ſmile to my father, one 


might, I fancy, find that phœnix you deſpaired to 


meet with, Tis poſſible, returned the other in 


the ſame tone,—thanks to the ſtrength of their 


impregnable garriſon ; but how long will they re- 


main ſo when they get into the world ? Sir Harry 


ſhook 
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ſhook his head,--pity they ſhould ever come-there,. 


ſaid he, to loſe that engaging timidity, that ſe- 
ducing air of innocence, which is fo charming! 
did women know their own intereſt would they 
wiſh effectually to enſlave us; they wouid 1elin- 
quiſh the ben ton for the antient ſimplicity of man- 
ners, and again become retired, which renders 


them the more to be deſired. While her father 


ſpoke, Iſabella remained buried in thought; the 
abbeſs ſeveral times addieſſed to her ſome polite 


compliments, to which ſhe anſwered only by a 
flight inclination of her head ; at laſt ſtarting from 


ber reverie, ſhe whiſpered me,-tell me for hea- 
ven ſake, Harriott, how do you make ſhift to kill 

our time amidſt thoſe ſet of inanimates ?---ah |! 
1 „they had better not admit me into their 
dreary priſon, for I ſhall take a moſt unmerci!ul 
delight in plagueing.them, poor dear ſouls, What 
a collection of winter-faced virgins are the nuns ? 


it ſeems to me, that their vows Were quite need- 
leſs. 


Some of them, (the weather being extremely 
warm) had raiſed their veils, which gave her an 


opportunity to make this remark. Afted chatting 


about half an hour longer, Sir Harry ſaid, that he 
wanted to have a little private converſation with 
the lady abbeſs, recommending his daughter to 
my friendſhip, and promiſed to call again next 
morning. 

On this my fair couſin and I paid our reſpects, 
ſhe gave me her hand tremble, whiſpered ſhe--- 


the entrance into our priſon is eaſy, but ah! how 


ſhall we get out again ?---Her father over heard 


her, and | in a half whiſper, kiſſing her cheek, ſaid, 


I will 'ere long, ſend you a knight-errant, who 


ſhall ſet you at liberty ; only to make me more ef- 
* 
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fectually reſign it- returned ſhe archly, however 


fend him-—the ſooner the better; “ for it is liber- 


ce ty, dear liberty alone, that gives freſh beauty to 
« the ſun:” In warbling this air, ſhe entered with 


me the pious dwelling. 


What an eaſe, what a vivacity is there in the 
manner of this charming girl ! how little is ſhe re- 
{ſtrained by the preſence of her father, to what J 


am by mine! but this is eaſily accounted for, not 


only by the difference of our tempers, but by the 
difference of theirs: Sir Harry is gallant, polite, 
and gay ;---my father is well bred, but it is mixed 
with a little haughtineſs; he is ſenſible, animated, 
and is, I fancy, naturally as lively as the other; 


but he has met with ſome vexations in life, 


what I know not ;---I only judge ſo by his manner, 
wherein one may diſcover a ſort of affected miſan- 
thrope ;---affeQed I ſay, for his native good hu- 
mour frequently breaks out in ſpite of himſelf, 
but he laughs as if he ſcorned himſelf for laugh- 
ing.--You my dear have heard him expatiate on: 
the conduct of our ſex-;---on this ſubjeCt he is 
unmercifully ſatirical ; the unfavourable opinion 
he entertains of us, excites in me a laudable am- 
bition, if poſſible, by my conduct, to make him 
do us more juſtie. | 

Amidſt the crowds of a populous city, there 
are no doubt, many exceptionable characters, both 


male and female; but ſurely Eliza, our nature is 


not ſo depraved as ſome gloomy moraliſts pretend. 


Virtue at leaſt is the very characteriſtic of our ſex ; 


thoſe that forfeit that, forfeit the name of woman, 
Adieu. Let you and I my dear, ever ſtudy to 
deſerve that amiable name, by. modeſty, delicacy, 


and gentle timidity; which are all ſo many parts 


of our nature: For my ſhare, I glory in being 


what I am; nor would all the prerogatives of 
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which the lordly ſex make their, boaſt, tempt me 
to exchange tne foft, the feminine woman, for the 
bold, the leſs feeling man. However, were J even 


to undergo this unfavourable metamorphoſe my at- 


tachment to you would remain; as a female you 
excite my warmeſt friendſhip and were I a 


male, that friendſhip would be exchanged for 


love: This change would be ſo much more flat- 


tering to your vanity, that I fear I ſhall ſink in 


value 4s what I am, when you conſider what I 


might have been. But I forget, I talk to you as 


if ſtill in the convent, where lovers are ſo ſcarce ; 
on the contrary, you are in the beaux monde, 
where every heart endued with ſenſibility, pays 
you that tender homage ſo juſtly your due. 


Farewell, my ſweet girl; believe me yours, 
H. RIVERS: 


* EE r. 
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LETTER CE 


Miſs RICHMOND. to Lady BAB WILMOT, 


Y father talked of ſending me to a convent. 

You laughed at my fears: Impoſſible. 

Your papa, my. dear, too much admires a woman 
of ſpirit, to ſend his daughter abroad on any ſuch 
gloomy errand ---No, child, he will rather encou- 
rage, than damp your charming vivacity z you 


have already all the modiſh airs and graces, which 
coſt ſome of us (even women of faſhion) ſo much 


trouble to acquire. Do you recollect who- ſaid all. 
this to comfort her friend? Ah! lady Bab; — 
how much did flattering hope deceive us? Look. - 


at the place from whence I date this woe-begone 


epiſtle, the convent of R-----, You doubt your: 


ſenſes. Borrow: your Aunt's ſpecks, child ;---- 


look again ;---alas ! *tis-eyen' ſo ; but do not be 
too much affected: not long will Bell Richmond 
be confined, By what pretty method do you. 
think I am to be releaſed ?---By marriage !---De- 


Tightful ſtate of freedom, .as our modern: wives ma-- 


nage the affair. 0 

The poet makes Caliſta talk of the huſband's 
imperious reign, “proud with opinion of ſuperior 
wiſdom,” ---but our modern dames have taught 


them better manners. The tad'es are turned. 


"Tis our reign now, not theirs, which then com- 
mences.— An unmarried woman is a mere cy-- 
pher ;z---but when once the connubial knot is tied, 
then pleaſures golden reign begins :-—then for 
gallants, intrigues, the dear Coterie, and to crown 
all, a divorce. What charming methods have: 
the ladies of this poliſhed age dilcovered, to ren- 
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der mai riage eaſy. Oh time! haſten that I may 
become a wife; no matter to whom : I mean as 
to ſenſe and figure; and indeed, for rank and for- 
tune, we may truft our prudent parents, while we 
amuſe ourſelves with forming plans of future 
gaiety and expence. You know, Bab, I am abſo- 
Jutely wild to enter the joyous ſtate, I flatter my- 
Wo ſelf I have talents to make ſome figure in it, and 
thanks to thoſe who ſuperintended my education; 
I ſhall have none of thoſe qualms of conſcience to 
ſtruggle with, which thoſe often have who have 
been cooped up. in a nurſery till their hanging 
ſleeves were taken off, and, from ane extreme, 
are ſuddenly thrown into another. Young as I 7 
am, I know the world; early was I introduced 
into ſcenes of gaiety; otter have I ſtood at the 
elbow of my mamma, while ſhe has loſt a cool 
hundred at Brag !—By the bye, Lady Bab, brag ; 
is one of the moſt delightful games in nature— 
' ſomething in it ſo ſpirited - ſo fit for a woman of 
5 quality; I dare ſay I ſhould ſoon become miſtreſs 
of it. Ah! would I were now at the dear Cote- 
rie—learning the enchanting leſſon; inſtead of 
which, behold me, in a melancholy cell, with a 
death's head and a weeping Magdalene placed on 
my toilet, in the room of patch- box and coſme- 
tics. The poor unfortunate ***** of a penitent 
was depicted with a countenance ſo horribly rue- 
ful, that there was no ſtanding it, if ſhe had not, 
by her ſiſter ſaints, been ſo effectually plaiſtered 
up againſt the wall, I ſhould have taken the liberty 
to remove her; but ſince this (without tearing to 
atoms the ſacred relict) could not be done, I have 
only with my pencil made a little 1eform in her 
face, and now ſhe appears with diſhevelled hair 
beating her breaſt, while her mouth is upon the 
| | | broad 
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broad prin: I never thought my drawing would 
have been of ſo much ſervice to me. | 

I vas ſo diverted at the odd appearance. of the 
picture, when I had thus touched it up, that I de- 
termined to exerciſe my ſkill on ſome more of the 
memento mori's; accordingly, while the honeft vir- 
gins were in the chapel, yawning over their beads, 
I flole to their cells, and ſet their whole collecti- 
on of ſaints a laughing; ſcarce a picture in the 
houſe, but what, with a few of my touches, I put 


into good humour, tho' before they were repent- 
ing in ſack cloth and aſhes. This is the leaſt 


humorous piece of miſchief I have amuſed myſelf 


with fince 1 jcame here, and, to ſay truth, hardly 


worth relating ; but the Magdalene being facing 
me as I write, brought it to my remembrance, 


and whatgver whim ſeizes me, whether in thought, 


word, or deed. You know I never check myſelf, 
fo that if I am inclined to talk, or write non- 
ſenſe, out it comes; it is a talent in which J ex- 


cel; I know not how it may be reliſhed by my 


own ſex, but often have T by the moſt trifling 
prattle imaginable, drawn off the attention of a 
circle of beaux, from plain ſenſible women, who 
were left to entertain each other, while they hung 


enraptured on the pretty follies that flowed from 
my ruby lips. Oh! Bab, when will thoſe happy 
days of dear flirtation return ?—Now I talk of 
wiſe women, I mult tell you that I have met with 


a female couſin of mine, one of the demureſt lit- 
tle toads you ever beheld ; ſo ſentimental, —deli- 
cate,—lo timid, — ſo feminine, — ſo much the an- 
tideluvian—Ah ! Lord, there is no bearingcher: 


And yet it muſt be owned, the girl has fome 
_ agreeable talents; if ſhe did but Know how to 


make uſe of them; ſhe has ſeen nothing of life; 


what ſhare of poliſh ſhe hae, is entirely the gift-of 


\ nature z 
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nature; there is ſomething of a native grace about I 
her, which one would not expect from. a poor b 
thing, ſhut up from infancy, in ſuch a dreary man= 
fion. Her perſon too, is, what ſome people 1 


would call handſome ; but ſhe is inanimate, at 
leaſt, ſhe appears ſo to me, when I compare her to 
thoſe charming affe ted lively coquettes, amongſt 
whom I have been accuſtomed to flouriſh : What 
I here mean by inanimate, is the want of that mo- 

diſh air of freedom, ſo conſpicuous in the town- 


bred belles; the loud laugh, the confident ſtare, @ 
which ſets all wſtic baſhfulneſs at defiance. = 
This kind of animati-n, is eaſily acquired; a cou- 1 


ple of winters ſpent amonegft people of faſhion, 
will do the buſineſs; it has nothing to do with 
expreſſion. of countenance, or I ſhould have no 
reaſon to tax mv couſin. with the want of it, for 
her features undiſciplined by. art, betray every. 
ſentiment of. her heart, in her eyes which are 9 
large, black, and languiſhing, one may ſee the 3 
ſparkle of joy ;. the tear of pity, and the gentle 1 
beams of friendly ſenſibility by turns: In ſhort, 
they are ſuch a pair of tell-tale eyes, that I know 
not what ſhe will do with them, when ſhe comes 
to figure in the Beau-monde z her hair is dark, her 
completion delicate, rather inclined to pale; ſhe 
has good teeth, and a pretty mouth; yet with all 
this is far from being a ſtriking beauty; her's is 
of that kind, which will not pleaſe the generality 
of men, but thoſe ſhe does affect will be deeply 
ſo. See here a proof how void I am of envy, but 
my vanity is too ſtrong to. admit that humble 


VICE, : 


I do not think Harriot is at all to be. feared as P. 
a rival, ſhe is in every thing ſv,very oppoſite to In 
your humble ſervant, that we ſhall never interfere 3 
with each others conqueſts. —Conqueſts ! Oh! 1 
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the reviving ſound What is life without them ! 
What lifeleſs clods ſhould we be, were we not 
actuated, aad animated by the tranſporting hope 
of admiration ; L am, for my part, aftoniſhed, how 
your plain ſouls make ſhift to ſupport their inſipid 
exiſtence? To them, the brilliant ball, the play- 
houſe, the opera, the park, and all the dear en- 
joyments of public amuſements, muſt loſe their 
charms; a new faſhion in them, will not excite 
the fluſh of delighted ſarpriſe :—The looking-glaſs 
to them, muſt be a diſguſting object. But I for- 
get, that we all view ourſelves through the me- 
dium of ſelt-love ; and that, however we may ac- 
cuſe dame-fortune of injuſtice, we all think nature 
has been ſufficiently liberal in her gifts. 

Fortunately for you, Lady Bab,—the dinner- 
bell put a ſtop to my moralizing epiſtle ;—it is a 
ſtrange mixture of—of—no matter what; it has 
ferved to kill a tedious hour of my ſtupid exiſ- 
tence ; and by employing your eyes, has ſaved 
half a hundred beaux, from falling a ſacrifice to 
their fatal glances. Adieu. Ever your's, 
= iSABELLA RICHMOND. 
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. LE TT-E&-VL 
Mr. RIVERS to Sir HENRY RICHMOND. 


og 


3 curſe your wife for obliging you, by her 


ſhameleſs conduct; to quit a place, ſo much 


to your taſte, as this gay city; I on the contrary, 


hate it ſo heartily, that I could curſe you, as I do 


with leſs ſcruple, the Count D, for not ſuffer- 


ing me more expeditiouſly to ſettle your buſineſs, 
that I may quit it: There is no prevailing on theſe 
laughing, fluttering, triffling, giddy-brained mor- 
tals, to act like rational beings: I cannot get the 
Count to diſpatch the affair, though it is ſo much 
his intereſt to bring it to a concluſion: How ri- 


diculous } And yet, theſe are the people with whoſe 


manners you are ſo much enamoured; to me 


they are the moſt infignificant coxcombs in the 


creation, nothing can reconcile me to their fan- 
. taſtic follies; you will, I know tell me, that if 
they. can ſing and dance through life, and ſet 


every care at defiance, they are a thouſand times 


happier than the ſnarling philoſopher, whoſe wiſ- 
dom only ſerves to ſhew him the defects of his 
fellow creature, and how inadequate the joys of 
this world, are to communicate pleaſure, to one 
who has refined his taſte, even to wretchedneſs. 
Which of theſe two, you will aſk, is the man 
timely wiſe * That wiſdom which ſerves to ren- 
der us miſerable, deſerves the name of folly ; and 
fo vice verſa, that folly which ſerves to promote 
our felicity, deſerves the name of wifdom. This 
is your favourite doctrine, but a thouſand ſuch. 
like arguments, would not make me a convert to 

| your 
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your opinion; you may as well prefer madneſs to 
reaſon, or an agreeable dream to leſs pleaſing rea- 
lities : According to your ſyſtem, the man who is 
conſtantly intoxicated, is both wiſer and happier 
than him that is ſober but are theſe ſons of laugh- 
ter really the happy beings you and they pretend? 
Impoffible1 1 ſhould think, void as they are of 
ſenſibility, faſhion governs them in every thing, 
nature has given them no peculiar bias z---they 
make love,---take ſnuf,---fight,---dreſs,---run to 
public places,---and profeſs friendſhip with the 
fame indifference,—l have no patience, I am fick 
of ſeeing perpetually, in all I meet, the ſame infi- 
pid gaiety of countenance ; the laugh without a 
| joke,---and of hearing a jingle of words without 
meaning, Why, ſince you are ſo fond of them, 
did you leave them? Why is yaur honour fo 
much eaſier wounded, than that of the people 
whoſe manners you ſo much. admire? You was in 
no danger of being either deſpiſed or ridiculed for 
your wite's gallantries; they would rather congra- 
tulate you on being united to one, who is fo much 
miſtreſs of la bon ton; ſure never any thing equalled 
the aſſurance of that woman! Far from being check- 
ed by my preſence ſhe ſeems to watch for opportu- 
nities to throw herſelf in my way: Not often do I 
go to public places, but when I do I am ſure to 
meet her, The other night at the opera, ſhe 
made her appearance,-blazing with jewels ; I hap- 
pened unfortunately to place myſelf in che next 
box,---ſhe had the impudence to curteſy to me; 
I was compelled to return the compliment : With 
this I could have put up, but fate had determined 
further to torment me. In coming out it was 
ſome time before my carriage could draw u 
while 1 ſtood waiting for it, behold her again 
cloſ: at my elbow.— Your ſervant Mr Rivers.” 
| cryed 
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cryed ſhe, © long have 1 wiſhed to have a little 


« converſation with you; with me madam |!” 


and I darted at her a look o ineffable contempt, 
<« utſparalleled aſſurance! why you tar outſtrip 
c your elder ſiſter, ſhe was a veſtal when com- 
<< pared to vou, —or to almoit any other of her 


« ſex,” interrupted ſhe, treat me as you pleaſe, 


© but for heaven's ſake,—for your own ſake—be 


ç more juſt to your injured wife upon my life 


„Rivers ſhe is innocent.“ --- hurried into my 
chariot without deigning to anſwer. She called 
to me, © ſtay one moment, I have ſomething of 


conſequence !” I heard no more, I was glad to 


make my eſcape. | 3 

The ſubject in which ſhe ſtrove to engage me, 
is that, which of all others, is moſt trying to my 
naturally impetuous temper: There is a fooliſh 
weakneſs hanys about my heart, which neither 
my reaſon or pride can conquer; I ſhould have 
ſpent a horrid. night; paſt ſcenes had taken ſtrong 


poſſeſſion of me, when my ſervant fortunately, 
rouſed me from my . diſagreeable reverie, by deli- 


vering a letter, the contents of which diverted my 
thoughts to another channel; it was from my late 
ward, Lord Oſſory; he tells me, that he has, 


ſince his return from abroad, been conſtantly en- 


gaged in ſettling his houſhold, and affairs relating 
to his eſtate; that he is much pleaſed with his 
ſeat at -=-----, and intends principally to xeſide 
there, for which purpoſe he has formed an exten- 


ſive plan of improvements in the houſe and its 


environs, which are going on with the utmoſt 
expedition, under the inſpection of Monſieur La 
Fare, ho has a molt elegant taſte in theſe affairs. 
If I remember right, you was preſent when my 
Lord related to me that gentleman's junfortunate 
hiſtory ; happy may he eſteem himſelf in having 

: * 3 
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met with ſo noble minded, ſo generous a patron : 
Infinite are the obligations he owes to his young 
protector; indeed I do not believe all England can 
produce a more amiable nobleman than Offory, 
never knew his equal for good ſenſe, good na- 
ture, ſenſibility and integrity: Happy will that 
woman be, on whom he ſhall think fit to beſtow 
his heart; but where can he fin] one worthy of 
that diſtinction? I have often cautioned him 
againſt a too precipitate choice; but what avails 
our caution, when thoſe againſt whom we would 
be upon our guard, are ſuch adepts in hypocriſy 
and deceit, that they may bid defiance to the deep- 
eſt penetration ? I lately wrote to him on this ſub- 
| ject, a report prevailing that he was on the point 
of taking this important, and, in general, as it 
proves, fatal ſtep. I ſhall tranſcribe that part of 
his letter which is an anſwer to mine But firſt 
let me own to you, that I cannot help forming a 


EC | 0 4 WE | 

1 wiſh, ſince he is determined to play the fool and 
— marry, that my girl might have the good fortune 
= to pleaſe him; ſhe is, I think, without partiality, 


as unexceptionable, in every reſpect, as moſt of 
her ſex; nay, I know none who comes ſb near 
the E ene of her on whom he ſeems inclined 
to confer that honour ; read what fellows, and J 
dare ſay you will be of my opinion; however, rea- 
ſon, as you and I have experienced, has very little 
to do in theſe affairs, while at a diſtance from ob- 
jects of temptation; he may foim the moſt pru- 
dent plans for his future conduct; but will a 
youthful heart like his, alive to every tender feel- 
ing, wait for a reaſon to regulate its choſce ? Hear 
at preſent with what calm philoſophy he talks on 
the ſubject. . 5 
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NIVEXX. 


* 


. good friend, I am indeed, in ſpite of 
all the diſcouragements yon muſter up, de- 


bring my hitherto inſenſible heart to ſecond my 
judgment, ſor both theſe muſt join to decide my 


deration, has convinced me, that marriage is a 
ſtate infinitely preferable to celibacy; and the for- 
mer tells me it has wants which neither friend- 
ſhip, wealth, nor grandeur, can ſatisfy. 

I am here placed in a little paradiſe ſo beauti- 
ful appear to me the ſcenes that ſurround me (but 
I muſt not again launch out in praiſe of my re- 
treat; I fear I have already tired your patience in 
the firſt part of this epiſtle, with my deſcription 
of it:) What 1 was going to remark, is, that even 
the joys of a more enchanting Eden was deemed 
imperfect, till man was bleſſed with a mate,—It 
is true, fatal conſequences ſprung from that laſt 
moſt endearing gift, Woman, — but be the eonſe- 

uence what it will, I am determined to run all 
riſques rather than live without experiencing thoſe 
pleaſing tyes, which only the matrimonial union 
can form.— ] am returned from my travels, as 


2 4 4 
. 


viewing all the celebrated beauties of foreign 


fair country women the preference, for perſonal 
charms, and would they but give nature Fir play, 
their minds would be equally amiable—the on'y 

| | ault 


/ 


Part of Lord OSSORY's letter to Mr. 


termined to take a wife, as ſoon as ever TI can 


choice ;—the latter, after the moſt mature conſi- 


much the Engliſhman as when ] ſet off; and after 


courts, without prejudice. I muſt give my own 
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fault that foreigners formerly found in them was, a 5 
too great reſerve, a coolneſs, and formality of 
manners, which dampt the gaiety of ſociety.—— 


From one extreme they haye now fairly adopted 
the oppoſite, Ambitious to acquire what the 
French call Ia bon ton, inſtead of agreeable origl- 
nals, they are become auk ward copyilts, and their 
preſent forced inſipid pert vivacity, is ten times 
worſe than their native taciturnity ; our climate is 
not favourable to ſprightlineſs, our women have 


more ſentiment than ſpirit, more ſenſe than wit 
how much are the former to be preferred to the 


latter, and how much more infinuatingly engaging 
is the modeſt: timid, feminine maid, than the 


trifling, volatile, affected fine lady, who fhall ſtare. 


you out of countenance to ſhew her good breed- 


ing—-who talks and laughs aloud at public places, 


that ſhe may be thought eaſy and degagé and 


who prattles inceſſantly, by way of paſſing for a 


*r — 
— 


wit, With what difficulty does ſhe ſupport a 


character fo conttary to her nature, and how con- 


temptible does it render her in the eyes of men of 
taſte and underſtanding ; nor is ſhe leſs ridiculed 


by the gay Pariſian dames who laugh at their auk- 
ward imitators,--- however, if Gur fair ones fail in 


acquiring the graceful eaſe of their neighbours, 
and inſtead of becoming lively ſentimental co- 
quettes, become only childiſh, affected, and inſip id 


pratiers, though they have not talents for their 


agreeable foli es, yet alas | they are but too apt 
{cnolars in leſſons of vice, but in ſpite of an al- 


moſt general depravity of manners, my temper is 


too fanguine to give up the hopes of meeting with 


one of the amiable exceptions ,---peradventure 
there are but ten virtuous women. For theſe. 


ten's fake, I will ſpare the reſt :---and oh ! it hea- 


ven in mercy has deſtined one of theſe ten to fall 
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to my lot, to be the dear ſweetner of my future 
days, then will my happineſs be complete. 
if you, my good friend, ſhould be ſo fortunate 
as to- ſtumble on one of theſe your Emilius's, at 
preſent undiſcovered Sophia, inform me where the 
angel is to be found, that I may fly to her on the 
wings of love, and to you with gratitude, for add- 
ing to the favours already conferred on 
| gear Ii: 5 
your moſt obedient Servant, 


OR. 


| 
"Js / 
147 
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Mr. R IVER S in continuation. . 


= 


Nen Sir Harry, what ſay you to my ſcheme. 
- to me it appears extremely feaſible,----I - 
ſhall not, however too precipitately proceed in the 
affair to take Harriott out of her convent on the 
ſtrength of it, might be attended with diſagreeable 
conſequences; much as I wiſh honourably to diſ- 
poſe of her, yet will not my pride ſuffer me to ren- 
der her cheap in his eyes---no, if the character I 
ſhall giye him of her, toge:her with a few hints, . 
that his alliance- will be acceptable, does not bring 
him to France, the girl's return to England ſhall 
not.be hurried on his account. | 

Adieu, I am going to anſwer his letter; your 
daughter is well, I ſaw her yeſterday ; I believe 
the ſober ſiſterhood would not be ſorry to be rid 
of their charge ; the little gipſy has already played 
them a thouſand miſchievous. pranks, yet there is 
ſo much humour mixed with her rogueries, that 
they hardly know whether to laugh or chide, it is 
a moſt ſeducing huſſy, but in ſpite of all her wit 
and beauty, I ſoreſee the man will not be much. 
to be envied, who calls her his wife. 


Jam, 
dear Sir Harry, 
your's ſincerely, 


CHARLES RIVERS... 
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ET nh war 
Miſs RIVERS to Miss ELIZA DUDLEY. 


3 fear that my charming couſin, as you 
JX juftly call her, will ſupplant in my affections, 
my abſent friend.---Are you really Eliza viſited 
with ſuch humble groundleſs apprehenſions ?---- 
Ought I to pardon a ſuſpicion, ſo injurious to us 
both ?---Yes, ſince in ſpite of ſelf-loye, you could 
be ſo unjuſt to yourſelf, I may certainly forgive 
your being ſo to me.---No, my dear, I do not think 
it poſſible, a friendſhip like yours and mine, can 
ever know decreaſe.--- They ſay, people can love 
but once.—And I am tempted to think, that one 
can alſo but once in one's life, contract a ſincere, 
and genuine friendſhip, - This ſingular way of 
thinking ſeems to argue in me, a narrow and con- 
tracted heart; I hope it has not that fault, yet I 
own, I cannot like moſt young girls, form a varie- B 
ty of intimacies, and ſolicit the friendſhip of al- 
moſt every new and agreeable face I meet with, # 
1 have one friend whom I love with an ardor, a 
zeal which is not to be expreſſed : I have alſo a 
few intimates, whoſe company gives me pleaſure ; 6 
but there are a hundred others, amongſt the num- | 
ber of my acquaintance, who at the very firſt 
glance, brought me, as my fprightly couſin calls 


it, to the freezing point, and with regard to them, 9 
it is in my heart winter all the year; I hardly or 1 
ever get the better of the firſt impreſſion, ſo that 
{ am teriibly afraid I fhall be one of thoſe indiſ- E 
creet damſels who are doomed to love at firſt ũ 


fight,---heaven ſhield us all from Cupid's dart. 
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At preſent make me thankful J am pretty well 
out of his reach. The miſchievous boy was hard- 
ly xnown, even by fame in this peaceful manſion, 
*till the arrival of Bell Richmond: She has almoſt 
done as much miſchief by her deſcription of /a- 
Belle paſſion here, a$ the little deity did amongſt 
the nymphs of the unfortunate Dido. Without 
joking, this couſin of mine is conſtantly engaged 
in ſome roguiſh prank or other ; ſhe has brought 
with her a whole collection of novels, and thoſe 
of the moſt paſſionate ſtile; one of theſe ſhe con- 
trived to place open upon the table of each of the 
nuns in their cells, in the room of their prayer- 
book, ſo that when they went to their devotions, 
inſtead of a prayer, - behold a billet-doux.---=--. 
It would fill a quire of paper to tell you half the 
tricks ſhe has played the good creatures, ſince ſhe. 
was Committed to their charge ; a charge of which. 
they are already heartily weary of. 
And is it a volatile being like this, Eliza, who 
you regard as a rival in my itiendſhip ?---No, my 
dear, our hearts do not ſympathize ;---our charac- 
ters are as oppoſite as light and darkneſs : Never- 
theleſs, I have all that regard for her, to which, 
as a relation ſhe is entitled. Her converſation 
too, is fo ſprightly and entertaining, that it is im- 
poſſible not to be pleaſed with it, on people of a 
melanchol caſt it might have a diſagreeable effect. 
The violent flow of her ſpirits, would only ſerve 
more effectually to depreſs theirs; but, I thank 
Heaven, tbongh not intitled to the appellation of 
a mad creature, have a native cheerfulneſs, which 
enables me both to promote, and reliſh innocent 
mirth , but then, as the ſenſible old ſong adviſes, 
It is good to be _ and wiſe.” 
| I fear Bell does not always confine herſelf with- 
d; in thoſe narrow limits; her's borders on indiſcre- 


* 
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tion: Madamoiſelle D'Aubigny, has, you know, 


a very handſome brother, (L'Abbe, as we uſed to 


call him, becauſe his friends intended him for holy 
orders) who Seen viſits her at the grate; my 
couſin ſaw him one day by accident, ſince that 


time this girl and her have been inſeparable : Ni- 


non is much of her own turn. The young man 
now dedicates almoſt every morning to his ſiſter--- 
Bell is always of their party ;---as her friend has 
never hinted that my company would be accepta- 
ble, ſo, though I would wiſh to know what paſſes 
on theſe occaſions, pride will not ſuffer me to 
intrude, I have nh diſagreeable for-bodings of 
the conſequence of their interviews; but pardon 
me my dear, I ought not to trouble you with ſuch 


trifles; yet, what but trifles can occur in my pre- 


ſent ſituation ; where all is peaceful, regular, and 


as ſome would add, uniformly infipit. What a 
contraſt is my life now to yours? I do not won- 


der that you long for the time of your jemoval in- 
to the country:---You know. what our favourite 


Roſſeau ſays, Minds of delicate ſenſibility, &c.” 


purling ftreams and ſhady bowers, would much 
better ſuit the taſte of my Eliza, 


Adieu, and be affured that no time nor chance 


ſhall. ever ſhake my firm my fixed regard for thee, 


HARRIOT Rivers, 


WELLS ts 
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CHARLES RIVERS. Eſq; to Sir [HENRY 
RICHMOND. _ 


OUR preſence here is abſolutely neceſfary ; 
Y ---come and take the charge of your ungo- 


vernable daughter ;z---a fine adventure ſhe has 


been engaged in :---You left, you know, ſtrict or- 
ders with the abbeſs, that ſhe was not to permit 
Bell, on any pretence whatever, to go out of the 
convent, except either you or | went perſonally to 
fetch her ;--but what is a ſufficient ſecurity againſt 
the fruitful inventions of a woman's wit? dhe con- 
tracted an intimacy with one of the penſioners, a 


lively French girl, of her own age and diſpoſition ; 


this girl has a handſome brother, young, indiſ- 


creet, and impetuous, who frequently viſited her 
at the grate ;---Bell always on theſe occaſions ac- 


companied her friend ;-=you may gueſs the conſe- 
quence -=-- He made love---ſhe liſtened with com- 
placency-- and both curſed the envious bars that 
divided them.---What was to be done? Suppoſe 
they could ſurmount this obſtacle to their happi- 


— nels, the lad is a younger brother, his patrimony 
* ſmall, and intended for the church ; but what 


ſignißes wealth, where people have laid up an in- 
ex hauſtable ſtock of love. To be ſhort they agreed 


to make their eſcape to England, where they were 


to throw themſelves at youi feet, no doubt of your 
pardon.---In conſequence of this ſcheme; Bell, 
reſembling Madamoiſelle D*Aubigny, in her ſize, 
ſhape, and air, laſt Monday evening left the con- 
vent, diſguiſed as her friend ; ſhe told the abbeſs 
that her brother was come for her, and inſtantly 

| obtained 
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obtained leave to go; in her ſtead my giddy niece | 
hurried out to her impatient: lover -a chaiſe wait 
ed,---away they drove ;---not till morning was her 
flight diſcovered :---I was inſtantly ſent. for - 
Miſs D*Aubigny, intimidated by the threats of the 
ſiſterhood, revealed what I have above related. I 
ſat off poſt for Calais,---ſcrtunately the wind had 
not been favourable for their embarkation z - after 
an hour's ſearch, I at laſt found them in an ob- 
ſcure lodging; they had, as you may ſuppoſe, '# 
changed their names; nevertheleſs it was no dif— 
ficult matter to trace them by the deicription of 
their perſons: Your daughter's uncommon beau- 
ty for once was a diſadvantage to her, as it helped 
me to trace out the place of her retreat.---I left 
my ſervants and carriage at ſome diſtance from the 
houſe, and after a few enquiries of the landlady, 
ſoftly walked up ftairs---threw open the door--- 7 
when behold ! Bell ſtanding before a looking-glaſs 
adjuſting her hair; while her lover ſtood by her 
ſide, one arm encircling her waiſt, the other point- 
ing out to her, her Venus's charms ; both their 
delighted eyes fixed on the mirior : I had but a 
moment to make this remark, the noiſe of the coor 
made them turn their heads; your daughter 
_ ſcreamed, and ſunk into a chair; the ſtripling put 
his hand on his ſword,---** only with my life will 
I reſign her.” Without taking any notice of 
him, or his fierce airs, I. turned to Bell,“ mv 
„ carriage waits---will you do me the favour--- 
and I attempted to take her hand- ſhe put it be- 
hind her with a ſullen air, the lad ſeeing that he 7 
was not likely to get any thing by bluſtering, 
changed his tone, he ran and threw himſelf at my 
feet, he claſped my knees, - Oh, Sir | pity us —- 
divide not hearts that heaven has united.----- 
** Go, you are a boy,” ſaid I, and know not 
« what. 


TG ba 5 
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e what you would be at.”---You niece,” turning 
to her, have, I dare ſay, too much ſenſe, too 
c much laudable pride, to throw yourſelf into a 
ce ſtate of beggary; you have in this affair been 
c carried away by the giddineſs of youth, but J 
am convinced you want only a few minutes 
| © Jeiſure to reflect cooly, in order to induce you 
to quit the dangerous path of imprudence, into 
e which you have thoughtleſsly ſtrayed , be thank- 
a ful that you was overtaken; that you was 

X *« ſtopped in your career of folly; never would 
you have obtained your father's forgiveneſs.”--- 
Go young gentleman, return to your ſtudies ; 
( the moſt profitable union you can form, will be 
that for which your friends intend you.” He 
was going to flame out; but your daughter gave 
him a ſignificant look, the meaning of which I 
did not comprehend; ſhe. at the ſame time made 
ſome motions with her fingers, which were'to be 
equally incomprehenſible : they had however a 
| ſurprizing effect on her lover, he threw himſelf in- 
to a chair; his air from fierce and-impetuous, be- 

eeame penſively reſigned.—-Bell roſe---ſhe gave me 
her hand, without ſpeaking :---as we paſſed the 

XZ young man he put one knee-to:the ground, eager- 
lv ſeized. her other hand, which ſhe held out to 
him; he preſſed it to his lips. Oh remember 
was all he had power to ſay; a burſt of tears ſtop- 
= ped the paſſage of his voice. —-Vour daughter had 

- 7 not a watery eye the whole time, ſhe loves plea- 
iure, her paſſions are violent, yet does ſhe not 


2h 


+ ſeem endued with any great ſhare of ſenſibility, I 

mean of the tender kind, her diſpoſition is ſelfiſh, 

‚ from this diſpoſition I prophecy, a new lover will 
eaſily efface the one ſhe quitted with ſo little re- 

| gret, now is your time, ſhe would on any terms 

4 


2X purchaſe her liberty, the ſooner you provide a huſ- 
—_ '--: | band 


1 
„ 


35 The PRECIPITATE CHOICE. - 0 
band for her the better---if you do not, you fing 
ſhe is determined to ſave you that trouble---again 
ſhe is ſafe in her convent. All her motions ſtrit- 
ly watched.---Debarred the uſe of pen and ink. 
Her friend ſent home :---Monfieur L'Abbe, ſent - 
to purſue his ſtudies, at a diſtance from Paris, 
1 with a vigilant tutor, as his companion -none but 
mis family and ourſelves know any thing of this 
| diſagreeable affair, which might caſt an indellible 
blot on your Gaughter's reputation, they being 
| ſtrict catholicks, and having deſigned their ſon for 7 
44 the church, are as averſe as we can be to ſo indiſ= 7 
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creet an alliance. We may therefore depend on 7 
their taking every precaution to prevent any in- 
tercourſe between the young Ppeople.----I gave 
ſtrict orders that no one ſhall, upbraid my niece 
with what had happened. A violent ſpirit like 
hers, can only be governed by gentle methods. 
Harriot received her with the utmoſt affection, 
without hinting at the cauſe of their ſeparation, 
Bell ſilently, and rather ſullenly returned her ca- 
reſſes.— She no doubt cxpected a lecture from the 
abbeſs; but not a ſoul in the houſe took the leaſt 
notice of what had-' happened.--- Thus all things 
are ſettled upon the moſt amicable footing.---I 
foreſee however, that this calm will not be of any 
long duration. Bell is not of a temper to brook 7 
confinement,----Get her a huſband, I again re- 
peat.-----She is not the kind of fruit which wil! 
keep.------I am in great hopes that my wiſhes in 
regard to Harriot, will be accompliſhed; I have 
excited Lord Oſſory's curioſity to ſee her.-----He 7 
propoſes a trip to Paris in a few weeks; if he likes 
my girl we ſhall: return to England. I think it 
will be moſt prudent to let your daughter accom- 
pany us, dangerous would it be to truſt her here 
by herſelf. | | 7 1 
| | | Adieu! 
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Adieu !----why don't you write you are 
worſe than indolent, you are downright Jazy, 
But in ſpight of all your faults, my heart compels 

me to ſubſccibe myſelf your's moſt affectionately. . 


CHARLES RIVERS, 
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4 LETTER X. 
1 Mis RICEMOND to Lady BAB WILM Or. 
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, Child ! your mad cap of a friend has been 
engaged in ſuch an adventure—only think 

of it.---I know not if I mentioned to you in m 
laſt, a little ſmirking white handed Abbe, of whom, 
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head to become enamoured, Je pauvre garcon— Ah 
how he loved—you muſt know the idea of St. 
Prue and Eloiſa got poſſeſſion of my light head, I 
talked, or rather I liſtened, and he talked ſo much 
of love, that I very wiſely fancied myſelf deeply 
in for it. There was no bearing this, -I began 
to be mightly fooliſh, figh'd, grew penſive, reſt- 
leſs, ceaſed to plague the nuns, and for a mere 
chimera, plagued myſelf. What was the moſt 
likely remedy for this diſeaſe. Marriage—wel! 
then, ſince the man is ſo teaſing on this head, I 


natured, I his only daughter; he is rich, the po- 
verty of my lover is of the leſs conſequence ; in 
ſhort, if they won't provide me with a huſband, I 
muſt provide one for myſelf---to be cooped up in 
this odious houſe, priſon I ſhould ſay, where one's 
paſſions are doomed to ſtarve; ſhut up between 
four walls,----I can bear it no longer,---Neath or 
liberty.---On the ſtrength of theſe wiſe refleCti- 
ons I made my eſcape, no matter how, reached 
Calais with my ſwain, from thence propoſed to 
proceed to England.----When behold ! contrary 
winds forced us to remain here at this ſea port; 
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place 


for want of better amuſement, I took it into my 


think I muſt even take him.- My father is good 


and what was ftil worſe, blew my uncle to the 
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place of our retreat, when we had ſung, laughed 
and toyed away the time-----Qh, Lady Bab, 
« What is life without paſſion, ſweet paſſion of 
& Jove.” | \ „ 

Well, I told you my uncle came to damp our 
joys.---He behaved like a man of ſenſe in a few 
words, he clearly ſhewed me my folly, the word 
= beggary dropped from his lips; away flew Cupid 
with extinguiſhed fire. I looked at L'Abbe---my 
= eves were opened -beggary-—all his graces va- 


nmiſhed.--How could I be ſuch an ideot ?- Tis a 
little infignificant fellow. - What a figure I ſhould 
make in the beau monde with ſuch a huſband f--- 
= Without fortune,---without rank,---my father in- 
flexible. -Ah Lord, „ Tis well its no worfe,”--- 
And yet, Lady Bab, I was exceeding indiſcreet, I 
do not mean in regard to virtue, and ſuch ſtuff; 
but I fear,---I fear,---hang it we were both under 
age. I muſt not tell you all, I hate to recollect 
the fooliſh adventure: I terrified the poor 
filly youth, by letting him know, with the 
language of my fingers, accompanied by a look 
{tit} more intelligible, that for the preſent it was 
neceſfary to put myſelf again into the power of my 
friends; that we muſt endeavour to have pati- 
ence; that I could not, wiſhed not, to forget. 
— Lady Bab, dear Lady Bab, I muſt, I will 
forget it. 3 | 
I have ſince my return to priſon, foutid means, 
in ſpite of all their vigilance, to write to his ſiſter, 
Who has, on my account, been to her great joy 
= <expelled our community; in it I incloſed one for 
3 our little Abbe, bidding him rely on my conſtan- 
cy, and truſt to my management for our re- union, 
of which I did not deſpair; knowing the great in- 
fluence I had over the heart of my fond father; I 
charged him not to ſtir in the affair; continue 
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— — — ²nĨ w' EEE * "y - wy A . — 9 * I 
ant Aden Ce Ct Crs Ede ů˙m: wow ite UL ou fs. 5 bet p . — i r 5 og, At on HS — 7 
2 Meme — 2 Th t 9 7 Te 
veg A 52 wes Foros, ” —— — 8 ——— RY ns RG a. 4-443 9 
— — os p 5 2 > : 4 3 — — 2 — . N - - 4 
_- IONS 8 T9 os dy Oe * 1 "I - cen e Nees 
2 EY = $i * y — v 1 * * 1 þ 5 9 . " 


» 


5 


at your ſtudies ; (I ſay to him in- my let- 

ter) till I return to England; cruel fate ſhall not 
after that, long ſeparate hearts, which were form- 
ed for each other; when I get into that, dear land 
of freedom, I will endeavour to beguile our tedious 
abſence, by a conſtant intercovrſe of letters. If 
i find my father unexpectèdly inflexible, then muſt 
we patiently wait till I am of age, when I ſhall 
become an independent miſtreſs of a large for- 
tune left me by my grand father, (a fib this, Lady 
Bab; many, many, ſhall J be obliged to tell be- 
fore I can diſentangle myſelf ;---ah ! if you knew 
all,—but—but—) then continued I; my atms ſhall 
be open to receive you; no longer need we wait 
for the conſent of parents.---Lct us my dear friend 
eondole ourſelves with this happy proſpect ;—and 
thus I truſt have I pot rid. of a troubleſome lover, 
and thus I truſt have I alſo got rid of love; I mean 
of the romantic kind; now will I take the firſt 
good offer I mect with, never once will I ſtop to 
conſult my inclinations, for I hold it as an infal- 
lidle maxim, that no woman can properly govern. 
her huſband, or ſhine as a fine lady, a modern 
wite I mean, if ſhe is ſo fooliſh as to beſtow her 
heart on the man, to whom ſheggives her hand— 
no, let all the love be on his eye more fond- 
ly he doats the better; the eaſier taſk will ſhe find 
it to make him her dupe—then if ſhe has a mind 
to amuſe herſelf with la belle paſſion t here are in, 
charming London, a thouſand handſome idle 
young fellows, who have nothing elſe to do but to 
furniſh her with this amuſement-----Thus you 
| ſee how ſenſibly I reaſon on theſe affairs, and how 
much I have profited by my early introduction 
into the beau monde. But the wiſeſt of us may at 
ſome ciitical moments be off our guard.----This 


was my cale with the little abbe, for two long, 
| 5 | long, 
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long, tedious months I had not ſeen the face of a- 
male creature, except his, romances and iron bars 
had diſordered my imagination, —I played the 
fool,--It cannot be recalled*---I muſt do the beſt 
to prevent any ill conſequences from the mad 
headed expedition. My demure couſin does not 
upbraid me with my imprudence, but her eyes 
ſpeak, though her tongue is filent—before this ad- 
venture, I regarded her with a ſort of neutrality,. 
but now TI heartily hate her; becauſe I cannot 
help feeling a kind of humbling inferiority ; the 
time may come, when I will either bring her on a 
level with myſelf, or elſe find means to blaſt that 
unſullied reputation, of which ſhe is fo inſolently 
proud yes, I have vowed revenge—from this mo- 
= ment I am her fee, though in outward appearance 
3 never ſo much her friend. 
Adieu, my kindred ſou], you alone are worthy: 
of that title; to you alone will I open the heart of 


Jour- 
ISABELLA RICHMOND. 


— 
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118 IT HIS daughter of yours was born to torment. 
me, but intend to give you a minute account 
of the affair, and therefore will not anticipate— 
Laſt night arrived in Paris, the Right Hon. Lord 
Offory, who will neither find us equal here, nor 7 
has he left his equal, for every engaging quality, 
behind him; after our firſt congratulations were 
over, he expreſſed his impatience to ſee Hairiot; BR 
her idea. ſaid he, haunts me perpetually, and yet 
my good friend, in ſpite of the ſtrong prepoſleſſions 5 
» TL.experience in her favour, fate may not have 
1 deſtined me the happineſs of being allied to you; 
ls | muſt take the liberty to hope, that my choice is 
1 ſtilf free, and that no offence will be taken—he We 
pauſed:— I eafily underſtood his meaning, and aas 
eaſily diſſipated his delicate apprehenſions; he took 
his leave, promiſing to attend me next morning 5 
19 at twelve to the important interview. 1 
1 I_ wrote a note to Harriot, informing her of our 
intentions, but in regard to Lord Offory, I only 
£1, I ſhall bring with me a young gentleman who 3 
is dcfirous of being introduced to you. Town, I 5 
did not wiſh Bell to be pieſent, there fore, ſorbore 
to mention her in my billct---the hour arrived, — 
and punctual to his time his Lordſhip arrived alſo 
elegantly dreſſed zwe ſet off; during our :ittle 
ride, he was viſibly agitated, I was not myſelf ab- 
ſolutely indifferent as to the iſſue f our viſit. 
Harriot made her appearance with a modeſt 


air and downcaſt eye, ſhe gave, by her not having 
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in the leaſt degree altered the plain dreſs ſhe wears 
in commor, a proof that ſhe had either very little 
vanity, or a great deal of pride; this at firſt glance 
appears a paradox. Rouſſeau has explained. it in 
the deſ-ription of his Sophia; her dreſs. however, 
is always elegant and ſimple, and ſeemingly un- 
ſtudied ; ſhe looked pretty, at leaſt: in my eyes; 
the ſentimental expreſſton of her countenance, 
would, I thought, ſuit the taſte of Lord Oſſory. 
She received me with her uſual reſpect, then 
turned to his Lordſhip, Who I. preſented to her; 
ſhe timidly raiſed her eyes to his. face, inſtantly 
her's was ſuffuſed with bluſhes, but a. moment 
after, ſhe grew pale: in a faltering accent ſhe re- 
turned his compliment. I never ſaw her ſo em- 
barraſſed; he on the contrary appeared perfectly 
mat eaſe, he examined her with attention, but in a 
manner delicately cautious left his glances ſhould 
add to her already apparent confuſion, not a look 
= of either eſcaped my notice, I had no grezt reaſon 
zZ to be pleaſed with the ſerenity in his, I ſaw only 
XZ Aa cool] approbation, but in hers,—I with the girl 
may be able to ſtop at that, - while things were in 
this fituation, a ſiſter came to inform me, that my 
niece begged leave to pay her reſpects—-ſly gipſy, 
ſhe had ſeen my note - not to me, but to Bord 
Oſſory did ſhe intend the compliment—In ſhe 
ſwam, adorned with all the charms that nature 
could beſtow, and embelliſhed with every orna- 
ment which a delicate female fancy could ſelect, I 
never ſaw ſuch a blaze of charms; Harriot for the 
flirſt time in her life, I muſt do her the juſtice to 
believe, felt a momentary ſenſation of envy, ſhe 
XxX changed colour, and involuntanly retreated a 
fe paces to make way for her too powerful 1ival. 
This motion ſeemed to fay—lI give up the unequal 
conteſt—Bell approached the grate with. all the 
| town- 
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town-bred eaſe of a fine lady, graceful her air, in- 
finuating her ſmiles. Lord Offory was tranſ= 
fixed into a ſtatue---the ſtatue of admiration---ſthe 2? 
ſpoke---the harmony of her voice, her ſprightly 
wit compleated her triumph, —he gazed, he lift-n- 
ed with rapture,---involuntary praiſes burſt from 
his lips.---I had ſeen. enough---too much, ſo aroſe * 
to take my leave---with viſible reluctance, he fol. 
lowed my example; his eyes quitted no: the lovely 
object, till the envious door ſhut the delightful 

2 * from his fight; I was not in a humour to 
hear him tell me, as I ſaw he was preparing to do, 
that my girl had not anſwered his expectations, 
therefore-pretended indiſpenſible buſineſs, and po- 

litely paying my compliments, hurried from him. 

And now Sir Harry I expect to fee you here, - 

that your daughter has made a conqueſt is paſt a 
doubt, the alliance is every way deſitable, - pardon 
me, but I muſt ſay, that it is much better than ſhe 
deſerves,—her late adventure, I do not mean to 
call her virtue in queſtion, we muſt however al- 
low that it was highly indiſcreet. . I check my 
pen, on this ſubje-t,.there. is a fate in marriage 
always have I remarked that to hear a batchelor 
who is not in love deſeribe his future wife, is po- 
fitively to know that when he. comes to make his 
choice, ſhe will be the very reverſe of what ge 
then thinks he ſhall approve.---O man! of what 
uſe is thy boaſted reaſon. Adieu, let me know if. 
I. may hope for your preſence, my firſt prſpect has 
been fruitleſs, but I have another in reſerve, of 
the ſucceſs of which, I cannot doubt,---my old 
friend Mrs. Williams, has made overtures for ber. 
ſon,---the young man is neifher to be much liked, 
or much diſliked, one of the common medly of 
mortals, that make up the throng, —it is time my 


girl were ſettled in life, till then, I ſhall never 


/ 
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be truly at eaſe, nor can I till then indulge myfelf 
in my wiſh for retirement. Mr. Williams then 


muſt be the man,---inſtantly will I write to his 
mother---my daughter bas been accuſtomed to 
obey, on her part I fear not any of polition—this 
is my preſent plan, come and fee it executed------ 
I think we have now a fair proſpect of getting rid 
of both out plagues:----Farewell believe me. 


Jour's ſincerely, 


1 . ä CHARLES. RIVERS. 
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LET TEE Xx 
Miſs RICHMOND to Lady BAB WILMOT. 


1 Have for the preſent ſilenced my little Abbe--- 


have obtained his ſolemn promiſe not to ſtir in 


the affair, but to leave the management of it 
wholly to your humble ſervant.---You find then 


the poor ſou! is not totally void of underſtanding, 


fince he has ſenſe and diſcernment enough to diſ- 
cover, that mine is ſo much ſuperior.---But let us 
have done with this fouliſh adventure, I have one 
of a far more agreeable nature to relate,--- Hariot 
the other night received a note from her father, 
ſhe brought it to me, it promiſed her the eee 


of a beau next morning, not the Jeaſt palpitation 


did this cauſe in the little demure one, not {5 my 
Experienced hzart, it knows the full yalue ofa new 


conqueſt, this man be he what he woutd, I de- 
termined to enliſt amongſt the namber of mine,. 


but my prudent uncle had excluded me from the 
party---a wiſe precaution in favour of his daugh- 
ter—no matter, I nevertheleſs determined to make 
one---the hour approached 1 went into Harriot's 
cell----found her in her. uſua] morning dreſs.---- 
Don't you expect company child. - Yes, every 
mome at- and do you make no alteration; and 


yet, checking myſelf ere I finiſhed the iadifcreet | 


queſtion, it would be needleſs trouble, your dreſs, 
tho? plain, is inimitably becoming, (a fab this as 
you may ſuppoſe Bab, for her cap abſolutely diſ- 
guiſed her) you are too handſome, returned ſhe 
ſmiling, to practice the little mean arts, of which 
ſome of our ſex. condeicend to be guilty. ws 

| | "NEVE 


* 
1 : 
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lieve you ſpeak as you think, but in general, I am 


' ſorry to ſay it, if one aſks a female friend's opinion 


of theſe matters, one may almoſt be ſure, ſhe will 


| adviſe ycu to wear what will be of the leaſt ad- 
vantage to your charms,---a ſhrewd remark, to 
be made by ſo very good a creature, ſhe knows 


more of her ſex, than I imagined.----A ſiſter en- 
tered---your papa, Miſs Hacriot and another very 
fine gentleman wait for you, away ſhe tripped to 
receive the homage of her ſwain, and I to my 
faithful glaſs, by whoſe aid I hoped, ere long, to 


ſhare that homage with her.---I dreſſed, animated 


with the dear proſpect of a new conqueſt ; I 
omitted no ornament that could add to my beau- 
ty ; my heart palpitated----my cheeks glowed--—- 


my eyes ſparkled—-and, before I left the agreeable 


taſk; every charm blazed forth with unuſual luſtre 
----down I flew unſummoned.—-Well worth my 
pain was the conqueſt I have made,—Yes Bab, I 
have effectually done his buſineſs.---Poor ſoul ! 
how. eager] he drank in the delicious poiſon, 
that I dated from my love inſpuing eyes; then 


had you ſeen my creſt fallen couſin, with ſuch a 
dolorous countenance r:|bbed of her prey, the fa- 


ther too robbed of his nopes, while I ſat like 
Helen in the night, When Troy was facked un- 
% conſcious of the miſchief ' { had wrought,” --- 
But who do you think this 1 wer is ?---Q child, 
the very man a woman of ſpirit would wiſh for.— 


Lord Offory---the grave, the ſentimental, Lord 


Offory---rich, generous, h adiome, opei:-hearted, 
incapable of deceit himſcift, and ſuſpecting none 


in others; this is the aracter I have heard of 


him---a character which his -agaging c intenance 
confirms.---What a ate creatuic am I? J 
make no doubt of bee wing his help mac, his 


wife we will rather lay, for I knowno one living 


thing 
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thing in which I ſhall help him, but to ſpend his 
money.---Do you want a more particuJar deſcrip- 


tion of his perſon----a true female. But child, 


you forget I intend him for my huſband, and in 
that caſe you know, one regards not ſuch trifles.; 


however, I think I cold you above, that he iS hand- 


ſome; I could wiſh he was leis ſo, and yet, I hope 
I ſhall not be ſo weak as to love him.---To ſay 
truth, the man is not without his attractions, but 
if I was to entertain a flight partiality for the 
wretch, matrimony is an effectual remedy; be- 
ſides, I am of fo fickle, ſo incenſtant a nature, that 
I defy the fineſt man in England, to fix for a week 
together my fluttering heart .- but a huſband !--- 
heavens !----the very ſound of the word extin- 
guiſhes each fond defire.----Lord Oſſory then is, 
as he ought to be, fufficiently indifferent to your 
humble ſervant.—not ſo my little couſin.----With 
far difterent eyes does ſhe view him, alas | poor 
girl *tis her firſt love, a deadly diſeaſe for a ſoft 
romantic ſoul like her, ſhe pines and dies “ For 
<< hopeleſs love and piercing care, conſumes her 
„early prime,---the roſe grows pale and leaves 
„ her cheek;“ this circumſtance is to me an ad- 


ditional cauſe of triumph: when Jam married, 


I'll invite the poor wretch to paſs a month or two 
with me, on purpoſe to make her a mortified wit- 
neſs of my felicity-----Qh, I ſhall have the ranſ- 


port to ſee her die by inches, or, if I could con- 


trive by thus throwing the love fick nymph in his 


way, 1 have a joyous plan in my head ſtrict 


as he is in his principles, and outrageouſly virtu- 
ous as ſhe affects to be, I do not deſpair----then 
if I can but tempt him to fall into a ſcrape of 
this nature, the coaſt wil! be clear for your little 


Bell, 
J have 


+ 
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Thave not time, he is below,----the dear man. 
---Harriot, child, dry thy dove like eyes, come 
ce be a good girl, be a good girl until I come to 
ce thee again. Poor thing, ha! ha! ha! ſhe 
muſt not hear me laugh, But the man waits. 


Farewell, ever your's, 


>, 


ISABELLA RICHMOND. 
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ee 
Lord:O SS OR to Monſieur LA FAR E. 


Truſt the kind wiſhes of my friend are now in 

a fair way of being accompliſhed; yes, I have 
at length diſcoverec the charming maid ** who is, 
6 hope, formed for love and me.” You who 
are ſuch an admirer of beauty, will be enchanted 
with her's z *tis paſt deſcription. Oh my dear La 
Fare; how perfect will be the happineſs of your 
Oſſory, when united to this adorable angel; how 
will ſhe embel in that retreat, of which I am fo 
fond. Imagination cannot form a more enviable 
felicity, than that which I ſhall enjoy in the ſo- 
ciety of a friend like you, and a wife like my 


he every way approves of my alliance; I meet 
with no obſtacles to my paſſion ; the heavenly 
maid with ſweet complacency, liſtens to my ſuit, 
we are preparing to return to England; where, 
as ſoon as the ſettlements can be drawn, our nup- 


ble ; you will not wonder at this, when you be- 
hold my charming b:ide. In my life, I never ſaw 
ſo ſtriking, fo dazzling a beauty, nor is her mind 
leſs perfect; ſuch lively wit, ſuch juſt and noble 
ſentiments, and, what more than any thing en- 
dears her to me, and prom' ſes the beſt foundation 
for out mutual happineſs, is, that in moſt things, 
] diicover in her a ſimilarity of taſte, ſhe is, like 
me, a paſſi>nate admirer of the country: prefers 
an agrecab'e retreat, with the ſociety of a few ſe- 
lect friends, to the noiſe, buſtle, and unſatisfying 
amuſements 
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amuſements of the beau monde. She has expe- 


rienced both, and ſpeaks with virtuous indigna- 
tion of the conduct of modein fine ladies ; yet has 


not a tincture of cenſoſ ioufneſs in her amiable 


compoſition. | : 1 

My paſſion gains new force eveiy time I con- 
verſe with her, ſhe tells me however, with engag- 
ing frankneſs, that ſhe was not always the. good 
girl, ſhe now flatters herſelf ſhe mau, wittout. va- 
nity,. pretend to be; early,“ ſaid ſhe, © was J 
* introduced into what is called life; and for 
« ſome time, like other young people, eagerly en- 
ce tered into ſcenes of. diſſipation, but very ſoon 


did the novelty wear off; public places became 


© infipid by conſtant repetition, and even this 
© gloomy manſion,” continued ſhe ſmiling, ©* ha& 
to me attractions, as it appeared a comfortable 
cc aſſylum from noiſe and folly.” While ſhe thus 
enchants my ſoul by the juſtneſs of her ſentiments, 
with what delight do J contemplate my future 
wife, the ſweet augmenter of my joys, and ſoother 
of my cares; but I forget, you will all this while 
imagine that I am ſpeaking of my late guardian's 
daughter, Miſs Rivers, on whoſe account I came. 
fo Paris. Miſled by a lively fancy, I was ſtrongly 
poſſ lied with an idea, that in her's I ſhould find. 
my deſtined heart; and to do her juſtice, next to 
her lovely cout, ſhe is the moſt amiable girl I 
ever met with, I know not what impreſſion ſhe 
might have made, tho” I was not immeliately 


ſtruck with her charms, which ate cf that kind, 


that gently, and by degrees inſinuate themſelves, 


and fix a laſting empire in the heart: I know not 


I ſay, but ſhe in time might have fixed my choice, 


had not the tranſporting Iſabella made her appear- 


ance, with ſuch a ſuperior, ſuch a raviſhing blaze 
of beauty; that ſhe perfectly dazzled my ſenſes, 
E 2 | | and 


— 
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rendered me blind to every other object but her- 
felf,—no longer had reaſon any thing to ſay in the 
affair,—aſtoniſhed ; over powered by her charms, 
I have ceaſed to be a free agent, and at the firſt 
became her ſlave.— Well is it for me, that ſhe 0 
has merit as well as thoſe powerful perſonal attrac- 7 
tions, for I feel, let her mind have been what it 
would, I was irreſiſtably doomed to love. How- 
ever unworthy ſhe might have been of my eſteem, 
but thank heaven this is not the caſe, for ſhe 1s 
all that mortal man could wiſh: Mr. Rivers 
ſeemed diſappointed, but not offended at my being 
comp elled to decline the honour of his alliance; 
he appears however, leſs pleaſed than I could 
with, at that I am going to enter into with Sir 
Henry Richmond; out of Regard for him, I as 
much as poſſible, reſtrain in his preſeace, the over- 
flowings of my heart in regard to my Iſabella, but 
when T' involuntarily do juftice to her merit, he 
looks diſſatisfied; tells me, with a forced ſmile, 
that love is blind, that if my paſſion was more 
moderate it would ſtand a better chance to be 
laſting; this kind of behaviour, however, in him 
is eaſily acconnted for, the unfortunate conduct 
of his wife, has given him an unfavourable cyj. 
nion of the ſex ; but never ſhall the children, with 
me, ſuffer for the ſins of their parents, f have 
ever made it my ſtudy to diveſt myſelf of preju- 
dice.—-Ifabella Is an ange\ tho' her mother 1s a 
-----; ſhe „if {on be mine. let me for both her 
dear caughter's ſake and my own, draw a yell 
over her foibles. 5 
I ſhall tire you La Fare, pardon me,——— ! 
have done-—— 1 will drop my darling theme. 
Do me the favour to haſten as much as poſſt= 2 
ble, thoſe improvements, in and about the waz ; 
'Ft | whic 
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which you are ſo obliging as to ſuperintend; my 
Iſabella ſhall thank you for your pains — 
ſmile her approbation, and amply reward you, © 
xdmiring the elegance of your taſte. 
| I am, ” 
dear La Fare, 
ſincerely your's, 
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LE T EN -. 
Miſs RICHMOND to Lady BAB WILMOT. 


Na few weeks----ah } ſtill an age !---Lady Bab 
Wilmot, will I hope. behold Bell Richmond. 


metamorphoſed into, a wite---A wife! delightful 


----no longer are they ranked amongſt the num- 


ber 'of tame domeſtic animals. No longer are 
chaſte keepers at home, &c.--------but giddy flut- 
tering things to be every where met witl., the 


before mer. tioned place excepted, Oh! I could die 
of laughing, when I think, how effeCtuaily I have 
| duped the poor love ſick foul, my future ſpouſe,--- 


heaven bleſs him ! I never before knew how much 
x excelled in dear diſſimulation; I have converted 
the giddy volatile Bell Richmond, into a being 
almoſt as ſoberly ſentimental, as little Rivers, talk 
of domeſtic joy,---the ſerene pleaſures of a coun- 
try life,--the natural comforts of friendly ſociety. 
[ ſometimes harrangue ſo long on this ſubject, 
that J fancy myſelf ſeated amidſt a ſet of 1uſtics, 
drawing for a king and queen, or playing at croſs 
purpoſes , ---horrid---Lord Offory I'll warrant 
yet, he expects to find in me his future help 
mate, a ſecond Andromache, fitting the live long 


day ſpinning amongſt her maidens,---heavens ! 


what will be the honeſt man's aſtoniſhment, 
when I unmaſk ; but of that I muſt beware *till he 
takes me for better for worſe.----It requires all my 
ſkill to keep my affairs en traine, I am peſtered 
with letters from the little Abbe, by means of his 
filter ; our correſpondence hitherto remains a ſe- 
cret, he has neard of Offory's viſits, and takes 

vs * | | 5 


_— 


The PRECIPIT ATE CHOICE. 55 
upon him to be jealous forſooth,---horrid creature 
R = now hate him as much as I once fancied I 
loved ; however, [ have again made ſhiji to ſilence 
him, by telling him that his lordſhip mes to ſee 
my couſin, to whom he is ſoon to be united, that 
my father is here alſo, that he takes me with him 
to England, that I find him inflexible, tho I have 
omitted no endeavour to ſoſten him in our favour; 
that we muſt therefore patiently wait until I am 
= of age, and miſtreſs of my fortune, and at liberty 
to follow my inclinations ---I wiſh he was hanged 
ſor making me tell ſo many fibs.---Oh 1 do you 
= Kknow, my \wain tells me, Rivers has found out a | 
mate for my couſin ?---ſuch a wretched mortal, the 
ir! ſurely will never take him; tho' for my part, | 
f think any thing on earth, that is rich, and of 
certain rank, good enough for a huſband; and 
perhaps the greater fool, the better, except he is 
one uf the muliſh breed; and to do poor Willi- 
ams juſtice, I believe he has very little of the ob- 
ſtinate in his compoſition. Williams you cry, 
Yes, child, he is to be the happy man. -Don't 
you remember him, when we enſemble ſpent a a 
month at Lord Walton's, the butt of her raillery. 
The good natured ſpaniel who uſed to fetch and | 
carry at the word of command,---the white hand- | 
ed boy of one and twenty, who excelled us ſo 
much at netting; who embroidered the hems of 
his grand-mother's petticoats, ha l ha ! ha a joy- 
ous mortal,---civil and inoffenſive -a commodi- | 
ous character for a husband; but befides theſe | 
agreeable accompliſhments, he is poſſeſſed of what 
renders him truly a man of merit, viz, Six thou- 
ſand a year, clear of all incumbrances, except his- 
lady mother's jointure, and that he no doubt chear- 
fully pays, to her who nas ſo prettily trained him 
up in the way he ſhould go; who has —_— loſt 
| | N ght 
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ſight of him ſince he became an inhabitant of this. 
dear wicked world; and who will not let go his 
leading ſtrings, till ſhe reſigns them into the 


hands of his wiſe; who treats him with a pair of 


ſpeck and ſpan clean gloves at the country aſſizes, 
with a ſhilling in his pocket; c:uies a partner for 
him; lets him dance till eleven, then muffling him 
up in a white handke- chief, rakes him home, gives 
him warm negus and puts him to bed; who tells 
him, when in company, how t» place his hands; 
draws herſelf up and winks at him when he fits in 
a: lounging poſture, with every now. and then,. 


_« Dicky don't pick your noſe - don't kick your 


„heels child, &c. &c. &c,”---. And this.:----this 

is the man.----The man did I fay ?-- -He has no. 
pretenſions to any thing that is manly,----but this. 
creature for whom I cannot find a proper name, is. 


deſt ined for the lord and maſter of Hariot Rivers, 


—a girl, delicate, elegant, ſentimental, even to 
exceſs; Oh! ſhe will expire of abſolute ſpleen, 
and vapours, long ere the end of the honey- moon. 
So much the better--had I my wiſh not one ſingle 
prude, ſhould in all England (that delightful land. 


of freedom) be ſuffered to rear their ſtately haughty. 1 


heads; I would. extirpate them root and branch. 
If this match takes place, ſhe will be ſufficiently. 
wretched, if it does not, then my plan of revenge. 
ſhall------Reyenge, you cry, for what ?----- For 
daring. to be more virtuous, more. worthy, than 
myſelt ; for knowing ſome of my faults, and hav- 
ing the inſolent generoſity not to upbraid me with | 
them; for compelling me to ſubmit to this humt- 
liating obligation; I ſay again, I will be revenged. 
and. ſo ends the chapter. Adieu. 1 

ISABELLA RICHMOND. 


„ 
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= | Lord OS SO RV to Monſieur LA FARE, 
© | UR wiſhed for return to England, has for 
—= VL ſome time paſt been delayed, on Miſs Ri- 
—=— vers's account, the ſweet girl is but juſt recovered 


from a dangerous illneſs ; ſome hints that were 

= dropped by her friends of her intended union with 

— Williams is fuſpected to be the cauſe of her indiſ- 

- poſition ; her ſpirits are as delicate as her frame 
do you know, ſhe is I find, on a ſecond examina- 
tion, a much more lovely creature than I at firſt 
imagined ; the caſe is, I at my firſt-viſit only ſaw 
her, but on my laſt I heard as well as ſaw ; and it 
is in converſation that ſhe not only ſhews the 
charms of her mind, but thoſe of her fine face to 
perfection; the air of it changes according to the 
different ſentiments ſhe utters; and as her's are 
always juſt and elegant, ſo the expreſſion of her 
countenance gives the moſt captivating graces to 
her features.---Do not by thefe juſt encomiums 
ſuſpect me of inconftancy---no, a heart capable of 
that, is incapable of love; Iſabella is ſtil] and ever 
muſt remain ſole miſtreſs of mine; but I own I 
feel a friendſhip, a tender ſort of ſympathy for her 
engaging couſin, the thoughts of ſo fine a crea- 
ture going to be ſacrificed to an inſignificant be- 
ing, like Williams, excites my pity ; alas, 1 fear 
her fate is irrevocably fixed, the timid maid wil! 
never have courage to oppoſe the will of an arbi- 
trary father, whom ſhe has from childhood been 

accuſtomed implicitly to obey ;---the proſpect of 
her miſery, for what elſe can be the conſequence 
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of ſo ill concerted an union, damps my happineſs-- 
accurſed be that ſelfiſh heart, which feels only for 


xſelf---mine is not of that number. I ſaw her 7 


this morning, and ever ſince then, in ſpite of the 
charms of Iſabella, ſhe has ingroſſed a great part 
of my thoughts-----If I have formed a true idea of 
my lovely miſtreſs, ſhe would efteem me the more 


for intereſting myſelf in the welfare of her, Who 


is not only a felation but a friend. 

I wiſh 1 could prevail: on Mr. Rivers to change 
bis purpoſe, but in theſe 2 ffairs he is unperſuadably 
obſtinate, he has no tenderneſs for the ſox, he is 
more ſtudious of his own caſe than of his daugh- 
ter's happineſs ; diſguſted with the world, he wiſk- 
to fly to retirement; but ere he can glatify his fa- 
vourite whim, he thinks it neceſſary to put his 
Harriot under the protection of 3 from 
the fatal conduct of her mother he has loſt all con- 
fidence in woman kind, he trembles for his bo- 
nour, ſhould he truſt her in the world; from in- 
fancy, he has confined her to the gloomy inclo- 
ſure of a nunnery, nor dare he take ber from 
thence, *tiil a huſband's arms are open to receive 


her, poor Harr;ot, I accompanied him this 


morning, as I before ſaid, on a viſit to her, and 
my angel---the latter did not for tome time make 
her appearance ; if ſhe has ar y foible, it is a too 
great regard for dreſs; I have often to wait till. 
ſhe has finiſhed the labours of the toilet. How 
unneceſſary are ornaments to a form like hers, by 
nature ſo complete. Ah! could ſhe, if ſhe loved 
like me, waſte that time in trifles, which would 
be ſo much more delightfully employed in the mu- 
fua] effuſion of two enamoured hearts. -Harriot 
is as indifferent about Arat, to moſt female's im- 
portant affair, as-the other is fond of it; there is 


ig. her appearance an elegant neatneſe, which I 
5 | bardly 


* 
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hardly ever ſaw ſo happily blended in any other 
woman; ſhe has as I told you been indiſpoſed, 
therefore ſhe came down to us in her morning 
dreſs; a ſpotleſs white muſhn, ſprigged by her 
own fair hands, aud trimmed with fine point; her 
ruMes of the ſame, as was her cap, made like that 
worn by country girls, adorned with a pale pink 
ribbon ;; it is impoſſible to give you an idea of the 
very pretty unſtudied ſimple air this ſame cap gave 
her face, rendered the more dazling fair, and de- 
licate by her late 4llneſs; a black velvet bracelet. 
round each lovely arm; a collar of the ſame round 


her neck; on my word, I never beheld fuch an 


inviting object, though I may have ſeen (my Rich- 


niond for example) more ſtriking dazling beau- 


ties, and ſhall this infinuating gentle maid be ſa- 
crificed to a wretch like Williams ;---poor Harri- 
ot, why is it not in my power to fave you from 
ſuch unmericed mitery.----A modeſt bluſh cn her 


entrance gave her additional charms, a momentar 
bluſh tor ſoon the roſe gave place to the lilly; her 


father took her hand and ſoftened by her plain- 
tive air, tenderly enquired- after her health, ſhe 
ſighed, and a tear ſtole down her cheek ; change 
of air, continued he, will, I hope be of ſervice to 
you ; are you weil enough recovered, think ye to 
undertake a voyage to England, do you not lon 

to be releaſed from your confinement my dear? 
this kind ſpeech he accompanied with a ſmile, 
alas Sir, returned ſhe ſighing, what joy can that 
proſpeCt give me,-- then I ſhall only exchange a 
priſon, which I never found irkſome, for a more 
laſting, a dreadful bondage. O Sir! pity me, let 
me, if you dare not truft me in the world but in a 
married ſtate, ſtill continue within this pious in- 


_ Cloſure,---My religion forbids me to take the veil, 
but moſt chearfully, moſt contentedly will I live 


fingle, 
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ſingle, a penſioner for life, ſince you chuſe not to 


rely on my diſcretion, ſince you have unhappily im 


bibed an unfavourable opinion of our ſex. © Truſt 
at leaſt theſe bolts and bars---Let-all my motions 
be ſtrictly watched—--Place over me a guard as 
vigilant as you pleaſe, never will I murmur. 
Only ſpare your child, and ſacrifice her not to a 
man ſhe cannot love.---And how know you that 
you ſhall not love him? crizd her father, ſternly. 
O, Sir, the character 1 have heard. And from 
whom, interrupted he, ſtill more exaſperated, from 
your giddy couſin ? He then uttered ſome invec- 
tives againſt my Iſabella, which I cannot bear to 
repeat, nor did I calmly hear her cenſured. He 
apologized for the warmth of his temper. 

1 am interrupted, my dear La Fare,---"T'is of 


no confequence.---I only wiſhed to repeat the 


converſation, that you might join with me in ad- 
miring Miſs Rivers's juſt and truly refined ſenti- 
ments: What a charming deſcription did ſhe give 
of what matrimony might be, were a union of 
hearts to be the foundation ! And how affeCtingly 
did ſhe paint the miſery that muſt be the conſe- 
guence of that with which ſhe is threatened ! But 
all her eloquence was loſt on her inflexible father. 

Adieu. We ſhall now in a few days begin our 
journey. I long exceedingly to aſſure you in 
perſon how fincerely I am your's, &c. 


OSSORY. 
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LETTER XVI 
Miſs RIVERS to Miſs ELIZA DUDLEY. 
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HIDE me not, my dear Eliza; my ſpirits 

are weak. I have been ill. I could not 
write. But ah, never injure me ſo far as to ſuſ- 
ped I could forget my beloved, my only friend: 
= MWhatis the matter with my eyes; They flow in- 
ceſſantly. Indeed I have but too much cauſe to 
7 weep. O that you were here, that in your ſym- 
pathiſing boſom I might hide my bluſhes, while I 
reveal my weakneſs, I die with ſhame even when 
my heart whiſpers to myſelf the fatal ſecret, 
Why. alas, was this moſt amiable of men thrown 
in my way ? A hopeleſs paſſion conſumes me. 
But this is not all, Patiently would I endeavour 
to ſubmit to my own wretched fate, but to know 
that he is alſo doomed to miſery, tis too much. 
Eliza, his raſh choice will be his ruin. That art- 
R ful diſſembler, my couſin, by wearing before him 
> the maſk of hypocriſy, has ſhewn herſelf to me in 
ber true colours. 1 know her utterly unworthy 
ol his heart. Think not that I view her with 
the malignant envious eye of a rival. Would it 
were ſo. Alas! I have convincing proofs how 
little ſhe is formed to contribute to his felicity. 
Their taſte, their diſpoſition, oppoſite as light and 
darkneſs, with what anguiſh do I behold the ſen- 
ſible, amiable, unſuſpecting youth, duped by her 
artifice ! But who ſhall attempt to undeceive him ? 
Alas, too foon his own fatal experience will con- 
vince him of his error. How he idoliges her 
charms, with what fervor, yet delicate tenderneſs 


does 
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does he manifeſt his paſſion ! She affects to love 
with equal ardour, while ſhe cannot conceal, even 
* from. me her triumph at having ſo artfully impoſed 
on him: Indeed, Eliza, a heart like kers is inca- 
pable of that paſſion. She has not one grain of 
tender ſenſibility in her compoſition. If ſhe had, 
no man on earth is more formed to awaken it than 
Lord Oſſory. There is in his countenance that 
winning, irreſiſtible ſomething, that is far more 
ſeducing than the moſt regular beauty. His eyes, 
ſuch ſoftneſs, ſuch expreſſion, ſo languiſhingly 
ſweet ! Fatal to your poor Harriot has been their 
tender glances, for tender they are even to me ; he 
cannot diveſt them of it, the language of love is 
ſo natural to them. From the attentive compla- 
cency with which he treats me, I flatter myſelf 
that I may, in time, aſpire to the honour of his 
friendſhip; with that I muſt endeavour to be ſa- 
tified. It will alſo, alas, ſoon be criminal to 
view him him in any other light. Every thing 
is now in readineſs for our return to England. 
Soon ſhall I have the happineſs to embrace my 
Eliza. That pleaſing hope ſupports my droop- 
ing ſpirits----Well may they droop.----I have not 
yet told you half my miſery. I cannot bear 
either to think or write on the horrid ſubject, ---- 
Let me not dwell on it. In a few words, my ſa- 
ther is determined to ſacrifice me to a wretch, 
Eliza, it muſt not, cannot be; death will free me 
{rem his cruel power, and nothing but death can, 
] fear, ſave me from the threatened miſery. My 
tears, my entreaties are ineffeCtual ; he is even 
deaf to Lord Offory's perſuaſive eloquence : That 
generous nobleman Has condeſcended to become 
my advocate ; but, alas, all he has been able to 
procure for me is a few month's reſpite. Thoſe. 


months, O my friend, where do you think they 
are 
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are to be paſſed? With the happy happy bride at 
her lord's country ſeat. Sir Harry has a ſmall but 
pleaſantly ſituated lodge in the neighbourhood» 
where my father and he propoſe to take up their 


reſidence, that the former may be near erough to 


watch over the conduct of his unfortunate girl. 
The odious Williams is alſo to be Lord Offory's 
gueſt. Think, then, Eliza, what your Harriot 
muſt ſuſter from ſuch a ſituation ;- a mortified wit- 


neſs of her rival's felicity, peſtered with the ad- 


dreſſes of the man ſhe hates,----ſpies placed over 
her----a hopeleſs paſſion: to combat with, at the 
very time ſhe is under the ſame roof with the ob- 
je& who inſpired it, ſhe muſt ſee him daily, muſt 


daily converſe with him, and yet ceaſe to love,---- 
What a taſk !---All that is poſſible I will attempt. 


Either I muſt conquer it, or it will conquer me, 
and lay me in the ſilent tomb. No matter how 


ſoon. This ſcene of vanity cloſes on me. Who 


would wiſh. to be a reſtleſs inhabitant. of this diſ- 
ordered world? I feel a reluctance to lay down 
my pen, it is a great relief to me to pour my 
griefs into your gentle boſom. You muſt permit 
me, when we meet, to renew the melancholy 
theme. -This is the laſt letter you will receive 
from me, dated from the dear, the peaceful con- 
vent. I grieve to think of my parting from the 
amiable women with whom I have ſpent ſo many 
tranquil years. In a convent, as well as in the 
world there is a mixture of good and bad; but in 
this houſe the good is happily. predominant. 
Many of the nuns, from ſenſe, ſweetneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, and unaffected piety, are intitled to our 
greateſt reſpect. In this I am ſure Eliza will 
agree with her | | 
Affectionate friend, 
HARRIOT RIVERS. 
„ LE TI 
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LETTER XVIL 


wt From the ſame to the ſam. 


A T length the important day—the day 

I which to Lord Offory was a day of exquiſite 
love and rapture, the day which to Ilabella was a 
gay of triumph and exultation, and the day which 
in your poor Harriot's breaſt excited ſuch various 
emotions is paſs'd good, bleſſed as it was to ſome, 
like other days it ends in night, all the world but 
your unfortunate friend are retired to reſt, 


« Sleep lights on lids unſullied with a tear.“ 


Mine are not of that number, I muſt not there- 
fore expect à viſit from the welcome gueſt, in- 
ſtead of it, I fit down to fulfil the promiſe I made 
---My dear Eliza, you are too virtuous, too amia- 
ble to gain the good graces of my couſin.----I 
know ſhe would not like you, but 1 thought ſhe 
would have included you in our party, that ſhe 
might the better carry on the farce of friendſhip to 
me, (how my diſpoſition is changed,) I am be- 
come ſuſpicious, cenſorious,---nay, even I fear 2 
little envious,---but - I cannot-—-do not: Ah 
how ſhould I love Lady Offory (muſt I call her) 
Well my dear, the pleaſure of your company your 
preſence which I never more ſtood in need of, 
was denied me. With what ſoothing gentleneſs, 
did you endavour, the night before, when I bad 
you a reluctant adieu, to arm my weak heart for 
the approaching dreadful trial. Yet in ſpite of all 


your ſenſible arguments I aroſe next morning, 
| EE b without 
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- without having once cloſed my eyes, more dead 
than alive, trembling, agitated to ſuch a degree, 


that I could hardly keep myſelf from faintiag, 
X while my maid put on me thoſe ornaments, which 
II was. obliged to wear in honour of the happy- 
"= bride. When the taſk: was finiſhed ] diſmiſſed 


her, and raiſing my eyes to the glaſs, beheld a face 
ſo pale, ſo pathetically moving, (if I may ſo ex- 
preſs myſelf) that I burſt into tears, which flowed. 
the faſter, for my gazing en my ſtreaming eyes.--- 
Thus was J indulging a fad luxury of grief, when 
J received a ſummons to breakfaſt; it was ſome 
XZ time ere by breathing on my handkerchief I could 
render myſelf fit to make my appearance; I en- 
 Cdeavoured to muſter up a little pride. Weak, im- 

prudent Hartiot, cried I, Lord Offory does not 
love you, it is true, but why will you alſo compe! 
him to deſpiſe you. -This thought rouſed me, I. 
hurried down leſt the impreſſion of it ſhould wear 
off, there I found the moſt amiable of men, ſeated 
by his ſparkling, ſmiling Iſabella; holding be- 
tween both his, her paſſive hand, his fine eyes 
= fixed on hers with ſuch inexpieſſible delight, tranſ- 
* ported with her charms ; ſhe engroſſed every fa- 
= Cculty of his ſoul, I felt at that moment emoti- 
ons for which I deteſt myſelf,---I ſtarted and. put 
up an ejaculatory prayer, for grace to conquer the 
corruptions- of my fallen nature; I recollected 
Milton's deſcription of the d---I, when he con- 
templated the happineſs of our firſt parents. Alx 
curſed envy, never more ſhall you find room in 
my heart.---You have ſeen.---You admite my. 
couſin's uncommon beauty; but on this her bridal 
day, that beauty ſhone out with -redouble& luſtre; 
well it might for—ah ! how inviting, how: delight- 
ful were the ſmiling proſpects which opened to 
her view ; light were her ſpirits, eaſy her deport--. 
ment. 
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ment, no ruſtic baſhfulneſs, no timid modeſty to 
embarraſs her,---but let me reſume the thread of 
my ftory.---The dompany whom I found aſſem- 
bled in the breakfaſt parlour, were beſides the 
bridegroom and bride, Sir Henry Richmond, Lady 
Bab Wilmot, and my father, This fine lady of 
quality is my couſin's confidant and boſom friend, 
and well are their diſpoſitions ſuited to each other, 
I know not whether or not you recolle& her, but 
I remember ſhe was at St. James's-ſquace, the 
firſt time I embraced, my Eliza after my return. to 
England.----Bell and her retired ſoon after you 
came in, I dare ſay ſhe eſcaped your notice, it is 
indeed that of the other ſex which ſhe alone wiſh- 
es, and labours to attra&.---In this ſhe is, thanks 
to her rank, tolerably ſucceſsful; her perſon is 
naturally oaſlable, but ſhe renders it ridiculous 
and. diſguſting. by her unſufferable affectation; ſhe 
is lively, haughty, coquette - and, ſatirical. This 
flight deſcription may ſuffice for my ſiſter bride- 
| maid, who had omitted no ornament, that could 
ſupply the defects of nature, the little buſtle ſhe 
made in paying her compliments to me, which 
like other fine ladies ſhe always does in a high 
key. Made Lord. Offory turn his head, he roſe 
politely, led me to. a feat, with. a ſort of tender 
pity preſſed my hand ;----** you have not yet my 
« tweet couſin,” ſaid he, © recovered the fatigue 
of your voyage, but I hope the freſh country 
c air, to which we are haſtening, will produce a 
© favourable change.” F foiced a ſmile looked 
my gratitude for his kind attention to my bealth, 
but duiſt not truſt my voice. He again placed 
Aumſelf by bis blooming Iſabella, {2 did not how- 
ever now ſo wholly engroſs his attention but that 
he ſometimes addreſſed his pleaſing diſcourſe to 


me, and that always in the gentle ſoothing voice 
ot. 
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of friendſhip; Lady Bab, for want of a younger 
beau flirted with my uncle, whoſe perſon is ſtill 


exceſſively agreeable and who has all the gallantry 
and vivacity, requiſite to the character of a fine 


gentleman ; my father had been amuſing himſelf 


with the newſpapers, but ſoon after I came in, he 
beckoned to me, I followed him to a window at 
ſome diſtance from the reſt of the company. I 
ce had always intended,” faid he, to let you re- 
ce main abroad, *till I had provided a huſband' for 


4 you, in part I have kept my reſolution. This 


c huſbang is provided, and had I not been teaſed 


„ out of my plan. You would this day have fol- 


e lowed your couſin's example, I already begin to 
cc repent my weak compliance with, your caprice, 


a ſtrange weight hangs on my ſpirits, I dread: 


<« the conſequence of unneceſſary delay,, I have 
c yielded but to—what purpoſe can it anſwer, you 
ce muſt ere long, give your hand to Mr. Willi- 
“ ams, nothing ſhall tempt me to violate the 


«© promiſe I have made both to him and his mo, 


ec ther; I expe*t therefore that you will conque, 
e your fooliſh prejudice, and prepare yourſelf tc 


< receive him as your intended huſband, Lord 


„ Offory has, at my requeſt invited him to be pre- 
<« {ent at his nuptials, in. a few moments. he will 


be here;” (I ſtarted and changed colour,) 


None of your female airs and graces,” conti- 
nued my father, I am determined not to be tri- 
6e fled with, your fate is determined, I called yuu 
e aſide in order to prepare you for his viſit, this 
« you muſt allow is acting with all the tender- 
„ neſs of a parent, do you in return, act with 
< that ſubmiſſive duty which becomes a child, you 
„ never ſaw the man therefore, talk like a fooliſh 
*© gicl when you ſay you cannot love him, he is 
« young, handſome, rich, and what is ſtill better 

: | a man 
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% 2 man of morals.“ As he ſpoke this we heard 
a loud rap at the door; it is him exclaimed I with 
a terrified emotion, and ſunk almoſt fainting into 
a chair, I was not miſtaken, in a few moments, a 
tall aukward figure entered the room, dreſſed with 
inelegant finery, tho' early in the morning. 
was going, my dear Eliza, to repeat the fooliſh 
compliments he paid me. But I have not pati- 
ence to dwell on the hated ſubject; his converſa- 
tion was interlarded with ſcraps of plays, the bom- 
baſt of which mixed up with his own home ſpun 
country dialect, formed a moſt ridiculous contraſt, 
and might truly be called the art of ſinking in 
poetry. During breakfaſt. I contrived to make 
my efcape to the other ſide of the table, leaving 
him next to Lady Bab, who was pleafed with an 
opportunity of ſhewing her talents for wit and ri- 
dicule, ſhe played him off moſt unmercifully to the 
great entertainment of Sir Harry, and: the great 
diſpleature of my father, who ſeverely chid me 
Yith his eyes for having changed my ſeat. Odi- 
lus as this man appears to me when viewed in the 
ight of a huſband,---yet when I conſidered him 
unconnected with myſelf, I was ſorry to ſee him 
made a butt of, Want of ſenſe is the fault of 
nature, not he that labours under this defect but 
thoſe who take advantage of it, are. the perſons. 
who ought to excite our contempt. As Miſs 
Richmond had. inſiſted on being married with a 
ſpecial licence, we had not what ſhe called the: 
vulgar parade. of going to church, about twelve 
we retired to the drawing loom, where the cere- 
mony Was performed, by the biſhop of London, 
who is related to the family. ---- The bride ap- 
peared perfectly at. eaſe while repeating thoſe 
vows, the ſolemnity of which made me tremble, 
L ventured to ſteal a glance at Lord Offory, in his 
. N amiable 
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a miable countenance, I beheld all the marks of 
 . genuine piety, with a compoſed and manly voice, 
be plighted his faith, it was plainly to be ſeen, 

that his heart ſeconded his lips. While he ſwore to 
live for her alone, till death ſhould diſſolve their 
union,---a ſhivering ſeized me ah! then ſaid I, 
from this moment I muſt tear the dear image 
from my breaſt,--from this moment to love thee 
is a crime.---Now then Harriot kneeling at the 
foot of the altar,---make a ſacrifice of thy hopeleſs 
unfortunate paſſion: Lord Offory is loſt to thee 

for ever !---Affiſt me heaven !----Agitated with 
theſe painful emotions, my eyes grew dim, my 
head grew giddy, and I ſunk ſenſeleſs on the car- 
pet, when I recovered, I found myſelf on my bed, 
my maid ſtood by the fide of it, and my father at 
ſome diſtance, I uttered a deep ſigh, he approach- 
ed, Harriot, child what is the matter with you, 
& your illneſs has thrown a damp over the general 
© joy, you have delayed our journey, Lord Offory 

would not ſet out without you. Poor Mr. 
Williams is in deſpair, indeed you have greatly 
e alarmed us all.“ I am ſorry for it Sir,” re- 
plied I, ©© but I beg they will no longer wait for 
me, I am not ſufficiently recovered to make one 
of the happy party.“ But indeed you muſt 
*© my amiable couſin,” cried an inſinuating voice, 
which I knew to be Lord Offory's,--** This ſmoa- 
© ky town will never agree with your delicate 
„ conſtitution ;**---he advanced and took my hand 
as he ſpoke this, I bluſhed, and conſcious of my 
weakneſs too haſtily withdrew it, then wept for 
fear I had betrayed myſelf.---But pardon me Eli- 
Za, I am tireſomely minute, it would fill a quire 
to deſcribe half the painful emotions the ſtruggles 
of my heart, during a day which to me appeared 
| an 
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an age. I muſt lay down -my pen. not able to 
hold it any longer, quite overpowered with fa- 
tigue, I will throw myſelf on the bed,----how de- 
lightful is the ſituation of this houſe, ſo elegant--- 
ah I can ſay no more----alieu ! adieu! I am in 
the next apartment to Lord Offory,---peaceful 
and refreſhing ever be his ſlumbeis. . 


— nM IVERS. 
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LETTER XVII. 


The ſame to the ſame. 


I length I return to my favourite amuſement. 

I have been very ill, my dear Eliza, My 

fever was violent while it laſted. To-day, for 

the firſt time, I took a ſhort airing, accompanied 

by my maid. The reſt of the family are too much 
engaged with their pleaſures to dedicate any of 
their time to a poor, Jow-ſpirited invalid. I ought 

however, in juſtice, to except the amiable Oſſory. 

Nothing could equal his friendly anxiety for me 

during my illneſs. Every hour of the day did he 

call at the door of my apartment to enquire how 

I did. The moſt ſkilful phyſicians were by his 

order ſent for from town----my father alſo behaved 
with a tenderngſs which excites in my breaſt the 

[3 warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude ; but it was my 
cCcouſin on whom I meant Juſtſy to reflect, when I 
talked of being neglected: neither her or her 
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= friend Lady Bab once condeſcended to honour me 
= with a viſit ; both violently apprehenſive of fevers, 
1 it ſeems, Such was their excuſe, Mr. Willi- 
Ip ams, honeſt man, never having been accuſtomed 


co think or act for himſelf, did as he ſaw the reſt 
do. When they expreſſed ſorrow for my illneſs, 
he endeavoured to look ſorrowful; when they ſent 
up to enquire after me, he followed their lead, 
and joined in the ceremony. This account T had 
from Sally, who added, that he was very aſſiduous 
about Lady Bab Wilmot, Heaven grant ſhe may 
have made a conqueſt of him. I doubt not but 
her Ladyſhip would ſnap at ſuch an offer, as her 

rank 


* +> Fe. 7. + — 
SS ( 
7 3 r 
PD at LEES $946 
Se IR 2 


72 The PRICIPITATE Cnolce. 


rank is much ſuperior to her fortune. I was near 
a fortnight confined to my room, and ſtill find 
myſelf extremely weak and languid. My indiſ- 
poſition needed not to have confined me ſo long, 
but I wiſhed'to be retired. I trembled at the 
thoughts of being again expoſed to t he too attrac- 
tive graces of Lord Offory's converſation. I ſpent 
my time in endeavouring, by the aids of religion 
and philoſophy, to cure my heart of its now cri- 
minal weakneſs. I flattered myſelf that I had, in 
ſome meaſure, ſacceeded ; and therefore entered 
the parlour where the company were aſſembled 
with an air of compolure, placing great confidence 
in the ſtrength of my laudable reſolutions. For- 
tunately Lord Offory had rode out to pay ſome 
morning viſits, and was not yet returned. I found 
only Lady Offory, Lady Bab, my uncle, Mr. 
Williams, and Monſieur La Fare. The latter 
fat by my coufin, tuning her guitar ; Sir Harry 
was engaged at piquet with Lady Bab; and Mr, 
Williams was amufing himſelf with her ladyſhip's 
netting, at which he is yery expert. Such was 
the arrangemement of the little party. Lady 
Offory looked like an angel; the country air had 
given an additional glow to her fine complexion ; 
and her morning dreſs was inimitably becoming. 
The agreeable Frenchman ſeemed, by the homage 
he paid her with his large black eyes, to be per- 
fectly ſenſible of Her attractions. You muſt per- 
mit me to give youka ſlight sketch of this gentle- 
man's hiftory. As Lord Oſſory's friend, he de- 
ferves the honour of being introduced to my 
Eliza. I know not myſelf the particulars of his 
ſtory, which, I am told, is uncommonly unfortu- 
nate. All I have hitherto learnt is, that he is 
deſcended from a younger branch of a noble fa- 


- mily ; that in conſequence of a love affair, he 
_ fought 
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fought a duel, and killed his antagoniſt, whoſe 
rank and power being ſuperior to his, obliged him 
to fly his country, where no pardon was to be 
hoped for; that in leaving his country, he was 
alſo obliged to leave all he had, eſcaping on] with 
his life. He changed his name, and. fled to 
Holland, I think it was at Bluxels; that fortune, 
weary of perſecuting him, preſented him with an 
opportunity of rendering a ſignal ſervice to Lord 
Offory, who was on his travels. Of what nature 
this ſervice was, I have not yet been informed; 
but from that moment the generous young Eng- 
liſhman took him under his protection. He ac- 
colkernte his patron hither ; as ſoon as they ar- 
rived here, Lord Offory, whoſe favours are ren- 
dered doubly valuable, by the noble delicacy with 
which they are conferred made him independent, 
by ſettling on him a very confiderable annuity, he 
lives with his bene factor from choice, is treated 
with ſo much reſpect by all the domeſtics, and has 
ſo much command in the family, that one can 
hardly tell which of the two is maſter. My Lord 
doats on him; and indeed he is ſo ſenſible, fo 
agreeably gay, and in every reſpect ſo accompliſh- 
ed, that one cannot wouder that he ſhould gain 
ſuch an aſcendency over his worthy friend. 
He has, it ſeems, propoſed himſelf, as a 
proof of his gratitude, to become tutor 
to Lord Offory's fon and heir, if heaven ſhould 
bleſs him with one---a taſk for which he appears 
admirably qualified, For this purpoſe, he is en- 
gaged in abridging Rouſſeau's Syſtem of Educa- 
tion, ſelecting what is practicable, and omitting 
what he and Lord Offory think exceptionable. 
This man is thought, by the belles of our ſociety, 

uncommonly handſome; —-he is very well for a 
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mendation to me is, his being honoured with iff 
away with my pen:---I was going to deſcribe uf 


firſt who eſpied me; as I entered the room, 


Then acvancing, led me to a chair, and ſunllf 
I looked divinely,-----** Since you allow hf 


added ſne, you have a pretty and very uncom: 
„ mon ſtyle of complimenting your miſtreſs. Ti 
have called her an angel, is what any fool might 
„ have done; but to call her a ghoſt was indes 
 *© ſuperior ſtreteh of folly.” + Mr. Williams, 


c and wife become one, he will then alſo have. 
* foul,” But, I fear,” cried Mr. La Fare, witi 
vivacity, that it this match ſhould, take plac” 
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fereigner :----but, I muſt own, his chief rec 


friendſhip of Lord Oſſory.— This ſubje& has uſt 
reception I met with.---Ms. Williams was 
ſtarted up, and with ridiculous, emphaſis repeats 


Angels and miniſters of grace defend us. 
SArtthou;? Ko. HCY 


sto be a heavenly ghoſt,” cried Lady Bab, laugiſ 
ing, * vour queſtion of bring'ſt with thee du 
from hell,” was needleſs. *5* It muſt be ownel, 


cc ſaid Sir Harry, has ſhewn great judgment inf 
ce the choice of a wife; he is a body, and if ma 


& the apoſtle's ſaying will be reverſed, and the (+ 
& rit will war againſt the fleſh.” Then turig e 
to me, he paid me a compliment, with all the eal l 
gallantry of a Frenchman, ſaying, that my lat 
illneſs had ſo refined my beauty, and rendered i 


complexion ſv tranſparently clear, that it was,? 
wonder Mr. Williams miſtook me for one of ti 
celeſtial tribe. While every one was thus d n 
playing their wit at that poor man's expence, i a 
was at the expence of my Dreſden ruffles, endet a 


vouring to diſengage his netting pin, which, 
5 5 handil! 


| The PrEciPITATE CHoICE: 7 
cnlfnding, me to a ſeat, he had aukwardly entangled 
cem. I uſed to wiſh,” ſaid Lady Bab, to 
have our beaus about town taught a little nee- 
 6le-work, or netting, to keep them out of wilt 
ME chief ; but I find Mr. Williams has ſuch a hap- 
{py nack of doing every thing, that the very 
thing which J propoſed as a remedy, is, in his 
hands, the cauſe of,” Spare him, inter- 
Ipted La Fate, laughing, for if he ſhould un- 
fortunately tear the Lady's ruffles, he can per- 
haps do more than your Ladyſnip could, that is 
mend them again.” The entrance of Lord 


! Eliza, what became of all my boaſted reſo- 

ions at the fight of this amiable nobleman [ 
v ſuperior is he to the reſt of of his ſex ! how 
Jlicate, how ſoothing were his compliments on 
recovery! He ſeated himſelf by me, he looxed 
ewe with ſuch tender ſympathy IL muſt, I will 
nſole myſelf - with the pleaſing hope, that your 
bor Harriot is honoured with ſome ſhare of his 
ſeem: It ſhall be my ſtudy to deſerve it, My 
ther was viſibly diſpleaſed at Mr. Williams's 
haviour, Lady Bab engroſſed his whole atten- 
on with open mouth, and round unthink! 
ce---he ſat ſtaring with wonderment at all ſhe 
d,----had always, a laugh and a bravo at her fer- _ 

ce.---This affair goes as I could wiſh,---My 
ly fear is, that when his lady mother comes 
nd ſhe is daily expected) things will take a leſs 
vourable turn ;---ſo much does the tall boy of 
enty-one ſtand in awe of her.---Of love he is 
Pierly incapable-- but he likes Lady Bab, be- 
uſe ſhe is ſo pure and merry; and, as he ſaid 
e other day, he ſhould wiſh for ſuch a kind of 
ife of all things, becauſe ſhe would keep him 
ughing from morning to night. -I fear, honeſt 
2 | friend 


ory and my father, put an end to this chit chat. 
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friend, thought I, it would be of the wrong ſide 
of the mouth, if once you have taken her for bet- 
ter for worſe.----As to me, I am a reſtraint upon 
nim ;---a pretty young body, he ſaid I was, (as 
my couſin told me) but then ſo plaguy grave, that 
he did not know what to ſay to me: and, indeed, 
when my father contrives to bave us left to a fete a 
tete, nothing can be more ridicalous.---I ſink into 
a reverie---he talks of the weather---admires my 
work----offers to teach me a new method of net- 
ting.---t anſwer at random---then begins a game 
at croſs purpoſes, to which I put an end by makx- 
ing my exiſt, It the match breaks off, as heaven 
grant it may, I ſee clearly it will be on his fide, 
ſo I need give myſelf but little trouble; he is al- 
ready heartily diſguſted with his intended bride--- 
my father has no room to complain of my behavi- 
our.----I always treat him with civility---never 
refuſe to be alone with him. All I fear, as I ſaid 


| before, is, the arrival of this Mrs. Williams. 


Adieu, my beloved Eliza; I am not good at deſ- 
Cription, or I would with pleaſure obey your com- 
mands.—-The ſituation is delightfully romantic; 
the houſe is large, commodious, and elegantly 
furniſhed ; and the maſter of it----=Qh ! who can 
pay attention to any thing elſe, when he is nigh ! 
What a happy woman is my couſin !---his beha- 
viour to her is enchanting ; but ſhe, I fear, has not 
yet loſt her reliſh for flirting and the admiration of 
a multitude. Unconſcionable ! to be admired by 
Lord Offory might ſatisfy the ambition of an em- 
preſs, Believe me ever 

| | Your's, 
HARRIOT RIVERS. 


L ET. 
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LETTER XIX. 
Lady OSSORY to Lady BAB WILMOT. 


our mother ſhould take it into her head to 


| 4 T Is monſtrous provoking, my dear Bab, that 
* 
de ſick, at a time ſo unſeaſonable both for your- 


elf and your friend. J could cry for vexation, 


your preſence, here is abſolutely neceſſary.— Wil- 
liams is ſuch an aſs that there is no depending on 
his conſtancy, ſuch a paſſive ſoul or rather body, 
for he has not a ſpark of ſpirit about him, that his 
mother when ſhe comes will with half a word be 

able to perſuade him that he never thought you 

I tolerable.----And that Harriott, againſt whom you 


bad taken ſuch pains to ſteel his heart, is an angel. 


For ſome hours after your departure, he did not 
know what to do with himſelf, and was ready like 
ga great boy, to blubber for the loſs of his play- 
ching, but unfortunately for you, he has at laſt 
hit upon a new method of making a netting ſhut- 
tile, tl. is entirely engroſſes his thoughts---and. you 
poor Lady Bab, may now bind your brow with | 
= mourncul willow.---He ſeeks only to be diverted, - 
and honeſt man, every thing has the good fortune 


© to produce in him this effect; a wife, a monkey, 


ga netting ſhuttle, or a Lord Mayor's ſhew, tis 
all one to Ranger.----However, I'll do what I can 
for you, luckily Mrs. Williams is obliged to de- 
lay her viſit, in that time I do not deſpair of ef- 
fecting the. ſcheme we concerted enſemble. —I have 
only to perſuade him that he is deiperately in love 
with you,---he will. ſtare no doubt, and perhaps 
de at firſt a little incredulous, but I ſhall tell bim, 
| 5 G 3 | thas 
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it, and that it frequently proves fatal where timely 
remedied are not applied. I will every day 
pretend to diſcover new ſymptoms of it, 
both in his face and perſon.-—In ſhort, let me 
alone to work him to our purpoſe,---if we can but 
. diveſt him of the awe he has for the old lady, he 
will be yaſtly pleaſed with a jaunt to Scotland, it 
will, to uſe his own ſtyle, be rare fun. How my 
uncle will fret---thar's a trifle,---bur I am vexed 
to death to think, that while I am la bouring to 
promote the intereſt of my friend, I am at the 
ſame time compelled to do an eſſential ſervice to 
my foe.---Yes Bab, I muſt ever regard my couſin 
as ſuch, her conduct is a conſtant reproach to 
mine---ſhe loves my huſband, I know ſhe loves 
him to diſtration.---Yet cenſure itſelf cannot find 


ſtruggles with her paſſion, even to the endanger- 
ing of her life, her health is viſibly impaired,--ſhe 
has more ſenſibility than me, yet can ſhe walk 
ſteadily in the thorny path of virtue.---I cannot 
bear her ſuperiority---how I ſhould glory in her 
fall---ſhe muſt---ſhe ſhall be humbled---ftreng are 
the temptations that are flung in her way. ſſo- 
(whoſe heart and mine were never paired above, 
| — very different are the form and temper of our minds) 
has conceived for her her, what the ſentimental 
ſoul calls a tender friendſhip. When I as is often 
the caſe; drive him from by my coolneſs or c- 
price, he flies to her for conſolation, -- in the mean 
time I am left atliberty to enjoy the more delight- 
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for ye —ſo lively, ſo elegant, ſo formed to 
=: pleaſe, ſuch a compleat maſter of the art of love, 
„„ tis impoſſible to reſiſt him.—-I may ſay _ | 
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That I ſee it in his eyes---that people are often af- 
fected with that diſeaſe, without being ſenſible of 


the flighteſt indiſcretion in her behaviour,-—ſhe 


ful company of my dear La Fare. There's a man 
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the old Counteſs Marmontel, I am virtuous hi- 
therto-- by good luck. Neither of us are trou- 
bled with very ſqueamiſh conſciences, -- we muſt 
however be cautious.---La Fare is under obliga- 
tions to my husband, he has too much gallantry 
to ſcruple making free with his neighbour's wife, 
but he would not wiſh to appear openly ungrate- 
7 ful.---I wiſh alſo to wait till Offory ſets me the 
example; if I can but draw him into the ſnare I 
& have laid for him, I ſhall then think myſelf entitled 
to the privilege of a modern wife---the fear of my 
expoſing the frailty of his dulcinea, will tye his 
tongue. -But I fear I ſhall never be able to wait, 
for the laſt act of their ſnail moving intrigue.---. 
long for the commencement of mine---heartily: 
ſick of wedlock's inſipid joys, I fee] no more emo- 
tion at Offory's careſſes than I ſhould: from em- 
bracing his grandfather's. buſt---La Fare | the dear 
La Fare! can alone awaken my paſſion, and: 
& charm my ſenſes, I ſpeak freely to you Bab, you: 


can make allowance for the weakneſs of human. 


= nature---you was from the firſt the confident of 
my new paſſion-— You have ſeen the dear man at: 
| my feet----You have heard his perſuaſive elo-. 
= quence,---and you have owned, that inſtead of 
cenſuring our loves, you wiſhed yourſelf in my. 
5 . I miſs you, — the preſence of a third 
perſon prevented all ſuſpicion; while you was 
here, I had a thouſand opportunities of ſeeing 
him in private, but now, how feldom does a fa- 
vourable opportunity offer-— our enchanting coun- 
= try rambles are no more, a fete a tete might give 


room for cenſure, and a trio was alone ſupporta- 
ble, with my kind Wilmot.— am become quite 
peeviſn, that unſuiferable prude, Hartiot, has 


I ſuch a vile pair of penetrating 8 La Fare 
= was this morning ſo indifcreet, as to put 


my hand 
Eo 
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to his lips, while ſtooping at my knee to lift my 
handkerchief, he imagined the eyes above-men- 
tioned, fixeg on a piece of embroidery, the fitteſt 
lace for them, but behold on glancing mine tow- 
ards them full in my face did they dart, a look of 
mingled ſurpriſe, pity, and contempt---contempt 
heavens -t is not to be borne. In revenge 
for this piece of impertinent watchfulneſs, I gave 
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Williams the hint, Harriot, ſaid I, thinks you ne- 
gdiled her—fye who could expect fo fine a gentle- 

man as you are, would give room ſor ſuch a re- 

8 roach.—--From that moment till the evening, 

= when Offory came home and releaſed him from 17 
the taſk, did he peſter the girl with his nonſenſe. 5 
Wen this husband of mine had paid his reſpects 1 
to the reſt of the company, he pranced up to me, #] 
offered to ſalute me, and aukwardly tore my apron 2 
E with his ſpur.---<* Oh for heaven fake,” cried I, Ko 
. puſhing him from me, none of your odious = 
Wl * pawing,” the hated familiarity which matri- [1 
money admits of, is a perfect antidote to love. 
is I madam,” ſaid he, not the familiarity 
„that am odious.“ He retired, and with a pen- 

3 five air ſeated himſelf by my couſin.— Would 
you amiable Harriot, repuſſe with ſcornful ill- 

7 < nature, a husband who adored you.“ . Not 


W” 6 if that husband exprefled his fondneſs with as 
much delicacy as your lord{hip.”----< I am 
much obliged to you for ſo flattering a compli- 

| & ment,” returned he bowing, but Lady Offory 
has, you find very different ideas of what you call 
delicacy ; pawing is the expreſſion ſhe thinks fit 
to make uſe of: he ſpoke with an air of diſdain 
equally contemptuous. I tripped to the harpſichord. 
and began warbling, None but fools would 
= * marry now, &c.” for the reſt of the evening he 
took not the lighteſt notice of me, he thought 
| 5 honeſt 
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honeſt man to vex me, by being uncommonly 
aſſiduous to my couſin; it was the very thing I 
wiſhed for, as ſhe wholly engroſſed his attention; 
La Fare found a thouſand opportunities of ex- 


prefling (at leaſt by his eyes) the ardent paſſion. 
which glows in his breaft.------What but his 


dear company, could induce me a moment longer. 
to ſtay in the odious country, he 


From a deſart could baniſh ſolitude.” 


Adieu l- my Letters are unſufferably long, and 
what is ſtill worſe horridly ſtupid---it is your own. 
fault---I have never been myſelf ſince you left me, 
nevertheleſs I ftill remain very much your's,. 


ISABELLA RICHM ON. 
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IO fay that the encomiums I in my laſt 
4 beſtowed on matrimony, have determined 
pou to follow my example.---Stop, my good friend 
A urintentionally deceived you, becauſe, alas 
was myſelf deceived--—--too late my eyes are 
= ppened, and I awake from the pleafing dream. I 
io not diſſuade you from entering into a ſtate, 

ybich I till believe is capable of the higheſt hap- 
ineſs, though I, from an imprudent choice, have 

jailed of obtaining it. But I advife you to be- 
Fare; let my fate be a warning to you; truſt not 
one a lovely face, a gentle air ;---endeavour, if 
eſfible, to penetrate the thick vale of hypocriſy, 
male hearts, I ſhould fay, for I have found, alas, 
po late, one lovely, amiable exception; but daz- 
Ned with the gaudy blaze of mere external charms 


5 — 
x -, 
>. 


IE Dat} 


Shy — 
* — 
9 * 
. 172 
* 


== 


"gum ot 
i. 
* 


1. 
— 5 
— 
44 


23>; 


wy © ef ene, of 2 - 
r 4 ON 
{© n 


= Ay wife---my torment as I fear ſhe will prove, 
B42 | 

as thrown aſide the maſque, and now ſtands con- 
t the coquette, the modern fine lady. While 
er couſin every day diſcovers new attractions 
ol that I was, to be caught by outward ſhow !--- 
E Vhat advantage do we derive from our boaſted 
gaſon, when our ſenſes ſo eaſily miſlead us? Hap- 
1 neſs and miſery were ſet before me.---Raſh, in- 


2 
5 
. 


tuated fool that T was, I choſe the latter.— -In 
1 j arriot I have found my kindred ſoul--- with her 


1 
4 3 90 6 
7 


© ſhould have been ſupremely bleſs'd---ſhe is really 
M4 T 
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ith which the female heart is enveloped,----moſt 


1 overlooked, I was blind to the more durable, the 
= 2ore enchanting graces of a heavenly mind 


* 


NP The PrEcIPITATE Cholcx. 83 
2 miſtreſs of thoſe elegant ſentiments, which the 
= other only aſtected: And oh Edward, to add to 
my remorſe, ſhe loves; yes, in ſpite ot all her mo- 
deſt, delicate caution. I have diſcovered the dear, 
flattering, dangerous ſecret, which ſhe would ra- 
ther die than voluntarily reveal, and which, with 
ſuch virtuous reſolution, ſhe ſtruggles to con- 
quer.—— N 


5 
On her cheek, the reſidence of ſpring, 
6 Pale omen fits. : 


Her health declines :---what an affecting ob- 
ject and then to know mylelf the cauſe, can 
you wonder if I feel more for her than friendſhip 
alone could inſpire ?----My wife's! caprice, her 
mortifying indifference is inſuppertable. Short 

is the reign of mere external beauty, yet ſhe might 
ever have held me in her chains, had ſhe but have 
taken the leaſt pains to pleaſe.-----If ſhe had felt 
for me a mutual paſſion--ſhe made me belieie ſhe 
15 did artful creature a heart like hers is inca- 
0 pable of love. -I fear ſhe as ſtrongly reſembles 


i her mother in her mind as in her perſon:--- That 
15 wanton libertine, who is a diſgrace to her ſex. 
| I ſhall not at preſent tell you my reaſons for this 
2 apprehenſion---ſuffice it to ſay that my domeſtic 
3 happineſs is at an end.---In what gaudy viſions 
9 did I indulge my imagination! how many plans of 
7 Future felicity had I formed with the woman, (the 


angel as ſhe then appeared) whom I adored, and a 
friend who I believed ſo worthy of my eſteem ! 
How repeatedly did ſhe talk of a country life, of 
calm conten:, and rational joys !-----Jnfatuated 
wretch that I was, how could I be ſo eaſily de- 
ceived ? She now laughs at my folly, in ſuppoſing 

| | | that 
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that ſhe would ever ſubmit to be buried in obſcu A 
rity ;---a perſon who is formed to attract univer- i 
ſal admiration - ſhe ſickens at the ſight of coun- 
try *(quires, expires at the ruſtic converſation of 
their dowdy help-mates; a murmuring ſtream | 
throws her into the vapours; the birds deafen her | 
with their unmeaning notes; ſhe cannot ſupport | 
the fatigue of walking over my parks and gar= | 
dens; yawns when I talk to her of my intended |= 
improvements. Can juſt make *ſhiſt to kill the | 
tedious day, by playing at piquet with La Fare | 
enters into none of my amuſements. --hates read- 
ing--never touches her harpſichord in my preſence, 
| becauſe ſhe knows I am paſſionately fond of mu- 
ſic. But I can pardon her this, ſince the ſweet 
Harciot, with far more taſte, ſupplies her place, 
This amiable girl, who ſees how much 1 ſuffer 
from her couſin's unkind, unmerited perverſeneſs, 
omits no endeavours to divert my melancholy ; 
ſhe plays at half a word, ſings to me,---and O 
how raviſhing are her plaintive notes —She rides 
out with me, her phyſicians having ordered her to 
take this exerciſe, viſits with me the groves, the 
pleaſing ſhades, which I had formed for the recep- 
tion of her rival; points out a thouſand beauties 
in nature, which would otherwiſe have eſcaped 
my notice,—She is particularly fond of flowers,— 
J take eare that her dreſſing- room is every day 
ſupplied with the fineſt that mine, or the neigh- 
bouring gardens can produce——in reward for 
my pains, ſhe conſtantly wears a noſegay ſelected 
from theſe rural preſents. | 
Ve painted populace, | 
© Who dwell in fields, and lead ambroſial lives, 
«© You gladlier grow, ambitious of her hand, 
„Which often crops your odours, incenſe meet 
* 'To thoughts ſo pure“ 
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Trembling I indulge myſelf in her delightful | 
ſociety---I wiſh to ac with honour and integrity, 
but I fear the temptation would be too ftrong for 


me did I not value her peace, her reputation, her 
happineſs more than life. The ſame object which 


endangers my virtue is alſo the preſerver of it; 
my fervent regard for her is my ſecurity. Adieu, 


my dear Melvill. I ſhall make no apology for the 


length of this epiſtie, depending on the friendſhip 


with which you honour 
Your humble ſeryant, 


O88 OR 
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LETTER XXI. 


Lady OSSORY to Lady BAB WII. 


LIAMS. 


OY, joy, to the bride !- Well child, ho are 
ay you after your flying expedition, how is your 
ipouſe ?---Poor man---not yet jealous I hope ; but 


Patience, you have not yet had time to give him 


Cauſe, O what joyous lives will you and I lea 

his winter, Maſquerades, Almack's, and the dear 
Coterie---not to mention our ſtill more deli 
petite ſoupes our little private quartes with my La 


Fare and your Romeo,---who would wiſh not to 


be a wife in theſe our modiſh days; my affairs 
here are in the beſt train imaginable---my huſband 
and Harriot bill from morning to night, I give 


them every opportunity they could wiſh---prudes 
1 trow are fleſh and blood as well as their neigh- 


bours----my ſcheme maſt be ſucceſsful; then let 
me but catch her tripping, and all the joys of un- 
bounded liberty are mine, beſides the dear malig- 
nant triumph, I ſhall experience at her fall. 
Offory's mouth will be ſtopped, if he dares to mur- 


mur, the world ſhall know the provocation I have 
received, and his idol, his Harriot's reputation, as 


well as my own ſhall be ſacrificed to my revenge, 
the world will juſtify me.- --What, to Ez forſaken 
for one, whoſe charms are fo inferior, who will 
wonder, that urged by wounded vanity I ſhould 
make repriſals.-----My uncle ſtorms at the trick 


you have played him, while his daughter looks 
upon you as the guardian angel who has ſaved her 


from ruin. Your double chinned angbling mother- 
5 in-law, 


. NAY R 
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in- law, was at firſt piqued at the diſobedience of 
her boy, but there is ſomething ſo ſoothing in the 
name of my daughter Lady Bab, to the pride'of 
your half bred gentry, that it ſoon conquered her 
reſentment, a conſtant ſimper plays on-her full / 
blown features, while ſhe receives compliments of/ 
congratulation on her ſon's marriage.-----Y 
would die with laughing, cid you ſee the ridicu- 

| Jous airs ſhe gives herſelf, io much ſtronger is her 
1 vanity than her avarice, had we been better ac- 
quainted with her, it would have ſaved us ſome: 
trouble, but no matter, you are married, that > 


5 ſufficient. Rivers is now again looking out for a 
= mate for his daughter, ſeveral neighbouring male 


creatures have offered themſelves, but tho? he is 
in a violent hurry to diſpoſe: of his troubleſome 
charge yet has he ſo much family pride about him, 
tis not every one will'go down--mean time Har- 
riot is as gay as a bird eſcaped from it's cage, the 
tender aſſiduity of my. honeſt man does not a little 
contribute to raiſe her late dejected ſpirits, I ſuſ- 
_ pect they have come to an explanation, what the 
a next ſtep will be one may eaſily guſs.---Do you 
© not marvel to ſes me ſo paſſive in this affair, not a 
3 tin Ture of jealouſy in my whole compoſition, but 
pride one would think---Lard child l- what ſig- 
nifizs looſing the affections of a huſband, when 
one is fure of being adored, followed, admired, 
courted by all the reſt of his ſex, this will be the 
caſe when I get to dear London, or. at leaſt you 
and J will ſhare between us all that we deem wor- 
thy of our ſmiles,----at preſent give me La Fare, 
and take all the reſt.---. 


© The world goes round.“ 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, he waits for me in the grove, Offory and 
his dulcinea are rode out -I fly to enjoy the rap · 
tures of a fete a tete. | 1 
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